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April 29, 2020

President Donald J. Trump
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As members of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, we write to seek your selection of
Mr. Harry W. Colmery as a recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Over 75 years ago,
the “Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944” was signed into law, paving the way for millions
of veterans to transition to civilian life. This landmark legislation afforded veterans enhanced
opportunities to purchase homes, pursue higher education and provide for their families.
Effectually, this legislation, commonly known as the G.I. Bill, allowed servicemembers to
pursue the American dream they had selflessly sacrificed to preserve.

Having recognized the desperate situations many servicemembers returned to following
admirable service in World War I, Mr. Colmery, a distinguished Kansan and World War |
veteran himself, drafted and developed the G.1 Bill in 1944 to support servicemembers and new
veterans’ adjustment to peacetime. Mr. Colmery’s chief concern, guided by his experience as the
National Commander of the American Legion in 1936, was that World War Il veterans would
face similar hardships that his fellow veterans had faced in the wake of the First World War.
Driven by this concern, Mr. Colmery worked to develop ways to help returning servicemembers
find jobs, enroll in school, and receive loans. This activism culminated in the first draft of G.I.
Bill, which received unanimous bicameral passage in 1944. As a testament to his leadership in
crafting this legislation and deep respect for America’s veterans, Mr. Colmery was selected to
witness President Franklin D. Roosevelt sign the bill into law.

Mr. Harry Colmery devoted himself to our country through his own military service as a first
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps during World War 1, and subsequent efforts to ensure the
nation dutifully addressed the needs of our Armed Forces. America’s investment in the G.1I. Bill
has not only provided servicemembers with the benefits they deserve, but also strengthened
families and communities in addition to bolstering our Nation’s ability to attract an all-volunteer
military force.

Posthumously, Harry W. Colmery continues to impact student veterans, survivors and families.
In 2017, you worked with Congress to pass the “Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational
Assistance Act,” also known as the “Forever GI Bill.” This was the largest expansion of



education and training programs since the Post-9/11 Gl Bill was first signed into law and greatly
impacted the lives of all who have served, continue to serve, and support or supported those that
served. Through this law and thanks to your leadership, active duty servicemembers, veterans,
Reservists, National Guardsmen, children and spouses benefited from expanded and
unprecedented benefits. Congress and the veteran community named this bill in honor of Harry
W. Colmery, because of the impact he had, not only on the military and veteran community, but
the education community, the military and veteran family community, and the nation as a whole.

In honor of his service and profound impact on the lives of veterans and their families for
generations past, present, and future, we request that you bestow the recognition Mr. Colmery so

rightly deserves: the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

We thank you for your consideration.
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Chairman
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
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Bill Cassidy, M.D.
United States Senator
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Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

IW &‘ LQi‘ :
Kyrsten Sinema
United States Senator




W] F]edd @&1
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United States Senator
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Dan Sullivan
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator






