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Calendar No.

1191H CONGRESS
1ST SESSION S’ 1 24

[Report No. 119- ]

To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand health care and benefits
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for military sexual trauma,
and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

APRIL 1 (legislative day, MArRCH 31), 2025
Mr. BrnuMmeENTOAL (for himself, Ms. Murxowski, Ms. Hiroxo, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WIHITEHOUSE, and
Mrs. SHATIEEN) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

(legislative day, ),

Reported by , with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand health
care and benefits from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for military sexual trauma, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
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TITLE I—DEFINING MILITARY
SEXUAL TRAUMA

SEC. 101, REPORT ON MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA IN THE
BIGITFAL AGE-
erans’ Mfatrs of the House of Representatives a report

regrlations; and ageney gutdance relatine to milttary
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propriate:
-

1 with respeet to eligtbility for health eare
1720 of title 38; United States Code; as added
€2) svith respeet to eligtbility for eompensation;
of tithe 38 United States Code; as added by seetion
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PROCESSING
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8 SEC. 202. CONFORMING CHANGES RELATING TO SPECIAL-
9 IZED TEAMS TO EVALUATE CLAIMS INVOLV-
10 ING MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

11 Secttort HeE of Hle 33 Frdted Stdes Codes 1
12 arrended—

13 1 1 subseetion {aHy by strikine “for com-
14 pensation for o eovered mental health econdition™
15 and msertine “for compensation for a condition;
17 Hoty s and

19 toves:

20 =t PR ss—h this seetiors the fepts ov-

23 of this tithe =
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SEG: 203: EVALUATION OF CEAIMS INVOLRVING MILITARY

SEXUAL TRAUMA-
ual trauma
who elaims that a eovered mental health eondition based
tton by a mental health professional:

between eurrent symptoms and a military sexaal

= Credible corroborating evidenee: th aeeord-
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L6y Substanee abuse or substanee use dis-

order:
pENeE—The Seeretary may not deny & elaim of & veteran

“fer Revaaw oF BvbiNeti—In reviewthe a elatmn
eotnselne experts employed by the Department; to obtain
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aft option as to whether the evidence dieates that a mth-
stre that each doctment provided to a veteran relatine
to a elatn for compensation desertbed i stubseetion faHb
seetton {aHl) are reviewed and proeessed by a speetalized
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10
means a provider i the field of mental health whe
with respeet to a veteran; a physteal assandt of & sex-
nal natare; battery of a sexual natare; or sexual hae-
veterans who submitted a elaim relating to military

25wt the beetine of chmpter H of steh HiHe s amended
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2 followine new ttems

3 SEC. 204. CHOICE OF LOCATION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-

4 ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL EXAMINATION FOR
5 ASSESSMENT OF CLAIMS FOR COMPENSA-
6 TION RELATING TO DISABILITY RESULTING
7 FROM MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

0 States Code; ts aended—

10 11 i the section hemdine. by fnsertine ~and
11 loeation of medieal examination” after “ex-
12 aminer’:

14 sarlt of & sexual natare; battersy of a sexual nature;
15 or sextral harasstent” ahd Hsertine “mittars sextad
17 et

19 seetion feb and

21 fowitre tew subseetion fef

23 Seeretary shall ensure that a veteran who reeguires a med-

24 tend examnation th support of a clath desertbed 1 sub-
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plaee at & medieal faetlity of the Department by & gualified
emplovee of the Department rather than at a loeation des-

fop cortain disabilities”

TRAUMA.

Affairs shall establish & workeroup to review eor-
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1 £ eottie or more shall be appointed from
3 Health Administration:

4 5} one or more shall be appetnted from
7 teation; and

8 ) otte o more shall be appeotnted from
12 paracraph ( shell—

13 £ review standard eorrespondence; whieh
16 tnited States Code; from the Department to
19 15} enstre that the eorrespondence—

21 and respeet; and

22 i does Hot pe—teatthnttre steh Hidt-
23 wdtrals:
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3 25wt it who s fled o edaim for
4 cotpensation under chapter H of HHe 385
6 fratmas

7 B4 a veteran who has been swarded cotn-
9 trrte sestt Heattas or

10 & & member of the Armed Forees h-
11 ehading & member of the National Guard or Re-
12 serves)y; o former member of the Armed Forees;
13 or a veteran who 18 recetvthe eare from the Pe-
14 partment relating to miitary sexual travmas
17 PARY SEXEAL TRAMA—

19 FORMATION AND BWDENCE—Seetion 5103 of title
21 the end the follorwhe tews sitbseetots

25 ttttientton thder Hits seetor from Hie Beprrttient o o
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towing:

10 “v) The faethty of the Veterans Health

11 Administration elosest to where the mdividual

12 restdes:

13 “9 The Vet Center elosest to where the

14 ndividaal restdes:

16 vidhal for services provided threueh the Vet Center

17 desertbed 1 sabparagraph (A

18 25 I this subseetion:

19 A The term ndividual swho has expertenced

20 miitary sexual travma’ means—

21 “H an mdividual whe has filed & elaim for

22 cotnpensation tnder chapter H of this title re-

23 latine to military sexual travmaes

O o0 9 N »n A
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“61 & veteran who has been avwarded eom-
L & member of the Armed Forees h-
elading a member of the National Guard or Re-
or a veteran who 18 recetvthe eare from the Pe-
partment relatine to mitiary sextad tratinas
titles

amended by addine at the end the followine new

22 ecommtunteation under His seeton from the Department
24 ma tredudes each of the folowtne:
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3 B an mdividual whe has filed & elaim for
4 compensation under chapter 1 of this title re-
6 “H1 & veteran who has been awarded eom-
8 tary sexual tratma; or
10 chidhe & member of the Nattonad Guard or Re-
11 serves); & former member of the Armed Forees;
13 partient relatine to military sexaat teanmes
14 “B) The term ‘military sexaal traume’ has the
15 meanine eiver that term 1 seetion HE66AG) of this
16 tites
17 “HE) The term Vet Center” has the meanine
18 etven that term 11 seetion FF2A0R) of this tite:
19 bt Fhe ter NVeterats s bires et
20 the tol-free hotline for wveterans established under
21 seetton 1200y of this e =
22 £ HHaHERS S REVHSY BY PHE RNy of
24 385 United States Code; 13 amended by addine at
25 the end the followine new subseetion:
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4 matteation ahder this seetton from the Pepartinent to an

6 eludes ench of the folovwtne:

8 towines

10 tator of the Yeterans Health Admimistration:

11 “bi) The Veterans Crists Line:

12 i The facthty of the Veterans Health

14 restdes:

15 Ly} The Yet Center closest to where the

16 vt restdes:

19 desertbed t subparaeraph -

21 communtention thder Hhis seetion from the Department

25 trats thetdes—
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“H an mdividual whe has filed & elaim for
tary sexted trattna; or
chidhe & member of the Nattonad Guard or Re-
serves); & former member of the Armed Forees;
pertment relatine to military sexaat teanmes

te:
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21

25 eotrtentton thder this seeton from the Pepartient
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4 travma mehrdes—

6 eraph ) and

10 634 i this stbsections

11 “A) The term “ndividual who has experieneed
12 ety sextal ot meats—

13 “H an mdividual whe has filed & elaim for
14 ecothpensation thder chapter H of this title re-
15 katihe to mihtary sextnd teatas

16 S a vetertn svho s oot svaeded eore
17 pensation under sueh chapter relatine to mih-
18 trrte sestt Heattas or

19 it a tetrber of the Aemed Forees Hine
20 ehadine & member of the National Guard or Re-
21 serves); o former member of the Armed Forees;
22 or a veteran who 18 recetvthe eare from the Pe-

23 partment relating to milttary sexual travmas
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tHHe:

ING TO CEAIMS FOR DISABILITY COMPENSA-
TION REEATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAU-
MA-

14 Affatrs shall eonduet a stady on—

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Hie to mititary sextal teahrn and

24 {a) shall inelade the followine:
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3 Y Whether the Departent enstres per-
8 raeys

11 2> With respeet to the euality of procedures
12 desertbed i paragraph (29 of such subseetion:

13 A& Whether the procedures of the Depart-
14 ment for reviewine the acenraey of the proe-
15 esstre of elaims desertbed in sueh subseetion
16 eomport with generally aeceepted statistieal
17 methodologties to ensure reasonable acenraey of
18 steh pevtewrs:

19 B} Whether such procedures adeguately
20 elade meehanisms to eorreet errors found
21 steh reviews:

22 3 A summmey of quality assuratee re-
23 views and reports eonducted as part of sueh
24 procedures:
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B Sueh recommendations as the See-
Heuse of Representatives a report detathne the findines
SEG: 207 ANNUAL SPECIAL FOCUS REVIEW OF CEAIMS FOR
DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR DISABIL-
ITIES RELATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAU-

MA:
AMfatts shall conduet a speetad foeus revtess on the

el travmas
paragraph () shall melade a review of the followine:
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S PR R ety ol b deebsien pde
7 graph -
9 forned; isageresated by eategory:
10 D) Trends from year to year:
11 5 Traming completion rates for per-
12 sonnel of the Department who preeess elaims
13 desertbed 1 paraeraph (-
15 retary finds; pursuant to a speetad foens revtew eondueted
16 wdet sthseetton R Hhiat ait error o trade seith e-
17 speet to the entitlement of a veteran to & benefit under
19  returen the relevant elaim of the veteran to the appropriate
20 office of the Department for reprocessing to ensure that
22 the elaim:
23 {e) REPoRT—>ection 550Hb) of the Johnny Isakson
24 and DPavid B Ree; MD- Veterans Health Care and Bene-
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10 et foens review eondueted under subseetion

11 a1 of seetion 207 of the Servieemembers

12 whth Yeterats Fpowerment and Stpport et

13 of 2025 mehrdie—

14 “) the elements under subseetion

15 o2y of sueh seetion;

O o0 9 N »n A

16 “Gi the number of elaims returned
18 stteh seetion; atd
19 “Hit the number of elaims desertbed

21 e to serviee-eonnection or entitlement to
22 compensation chaneed as a restlt of re-
23 processihe the elaim=
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SEC. 208. WORKGROUP ON MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR
CLAIMS FOR DISABILITY COMPBENSATION
FOR BISABILITIES REEATING TO MILITARY
SEXUAL TRAUMA.
erans Affairs shall establich a workeroup on mediead ex-
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the Department:

ot ahd
ttons on how to—
ated
1 rediee the overdeseloptient of steh
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the Department to eliminate re-teameatization of -

Seeretary shal—
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1 FIFEE HH—ACCESS TO HEALTH
2 CARIE
3 SEC. 301. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR COUNSELING
4 AND TREATMENT FEOR MILITARY SEXUAL
5 TRAUMA TO INCLUDE ALL FORMER MEM-
6 BERS OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS OF
7 THE ARMED FORCES.
8 Sectort F20D of Hte 3 Frted States Coder s
9 amended—
10 11 i sabseetion fo—
11 €A} in paracraph (B by striking “a phys-
12 te}d asseat and ol that folows throneh the
14 traama and
16 steffered” and all that tolows throueh the pe-
17 tiod at the end and dnserting resulted From
18 mihtary sexstad teatas and
20 sertite the followine tew subsection o
21 Y b this seetors
22 b The terne Former menber of the Armed
23 Foteest teatss o persot swho served o aetive dobs
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5 bar to benefits apphes; or

6 “Bt o diseharee subjeet to o bt to bete-
9 weith respeet o o wrember of the Seted Forees or
10 former member of the Armed forees; a physteal as-
11 sanlt of a sexual natare; battery of a sexual nature;
12 or sexual harassment which ocenrred while the mem-
13 ber or former member was servihe on dutys reeard-
14 fess of duty status or hne of duty determination {as
15 that term s used i1 seetion 12323 of tie 109

16 5 he et Sseoctieh Frereorsstretrt srenes e
17 hetted verbal or physteal contaet of & sexuaal natare

18 sehteht +5 tHhrentente e ehrreter—

19 SEC. 302. CONNECTION TO VETERANS HEALTH ADMINIS-

20 TRATION WHEN A DISABILITY CLAIM RE-
21 LATED TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA IS SUB-
22 MITTED TO VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINIS-
23 TRATION.

25 ¢htte ot whieh o veterat sthitts o ehtit for disabiits com-
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1 pensation to the Veterans Benefits Admintstration for a
3 of Veterans Affairs shall send a communieation to the vet-
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O o0 3 O
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at the Veterans Benefits Administration and a de-
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1 5 Steh other mformation on serviees; eare; or
6 “thtaey sextad treatna—

9 ton H20DHE) of Hithe 38; tntted States Code;
10 as added by seetton 304 and

13 seettorn  HE6AD of Hitle 38 United States
16 the teattte efven that term 1 seetton FA2A of

17 title 38; United States Code:

18 SEC. 303. CARE RELATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA

19 FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO WITHDRAW FROM OR
20 OTHERWISE DO NOT COMPLETE SERVICE AT
21 SERVICE ACADEMIES.

22 o v GEERaAE—The Seeretary of Veterans Af-
25 Feansportation; shal ensure that each wndividuad whe
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2 & serviee academy s provided—
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b information on the potential ehieibility of

ey sestht Brate—

) with respeet to ehiotbility for health
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TIiTLE—This Act may be cited as the
“Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support
Act of 20257

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for
this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—DEFINING MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA
Sec. 101. Report on military sexual trauma in the digital age.

TITLE II—DISABILITY COMPENSATION AND CLAIMS PROCESSING

Sec. 201. Definition of military sexual trauwma.
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Sec. 202. Conforming changes relating to specialized teams to evaluate claims in-
volving military sexual trawma.

Sec. 203. Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma.

Sec. 204. Choice of location of Department of Veterans Affairs medical examina-
tion for assessment of claims for compensation relating to dis-
ability resulting from military sexual trauwma.

Sec. 205. Communications from the Department of Veterans Affairs to individ-
uals who have experienced military sexual trawma.

Sec. 206. Study on training and processing relating to claims for disability com-
pensation relating to military sexual trauma.

Sec. 207. Annual special focus review of claims for disability compensation for
disabilities relating to military sexual trawma.

Sec. 208. Workgroup on medical examinations for clavms for disability compensa-
tion for disabilities relating to military sexual trawma.

Sec. 209. Military sexual trauma claims performance dashboard.

TITLE III—ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE

Sec. 301. Expansion of eligibility for counseling and treatment for malitary sex-
ual trauma to include all former members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces.

Sec. 302. Connection to Veterans Health Administration when a disability claim
related to military sexual trawma is submitted to Veterans Bene-
fits Administration.

Sec. 303. Care relating to military sexual trauma for individuals who withdraw
from or otherwise do not complete service at service academies.

TITLE I—DEFINING MILITARY
SEXUAL TRAUMA

SEC. 101. REPORT ON MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA IN THE
DIGITAL AGE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall submait to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Commattee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on military
sexual trauma in the digital age.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report required under sub-

section (a) shall include the following:
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(1) A comprehensive evaluation and assessment
of current Department of Veterans Affairs statutes,
requlations, and agency guidance relating to military
sexual trawma for the purposes of access to health care
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, and
compensation under chapter 11 of such title to iden-
tify—

(A) gaps in coverage for health care and
compensation eligibility relating to military sex-
ual trauma involving online or other techno-
logical communications; and

(B) the feasibility and adwvisability of ex-
panding health care and compensation for trau-
ma that s nonsexual in nature involving online
or other technological communications.

(2) Recommendations for revising statutes, regu-
lations, and agency guidance in response to the eval-
uation and assessment under paragraph (1).

(¢) CONSULTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall consult
veterans service organizations and such other stake-
holders as the Secretary considers relevant and appro-

priate.
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(2) RELATION TO FACA.—Chapter 10 of title 5,
United States Code, shall not apply to paragraph (1).
(d) MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “military sexual trauma™—

(1) with respect to eligibility for health care, has
the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of
title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301;
and

(2) with respect to eligibility for compensation,
has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(1)
of title 38, United States Code, as added by section
203(a).

TITLE II—DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND CLAIMS

PROCESSING
SEC. 201. DEFINITION OF MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

In this title, the term “military sexual trauma™ has
the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title
38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a,).

SEC. 202. CONFORMING CHANGES RELATING TO SPECIAL-
IZED TEAMS TO EVALUATE CLAIMS INVOLV-
ING MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

Section 1166 of title 38, United States Code, 1is amend-

ed—
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(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘for com-
pensation for a covered mental health condition™ and
mserting  “‘for compensation for a condition, which
may nclude a covered mental health condition,”; and
(2) by amending subsection (d) to read as fol-
lows:

“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms ‘covered
mental health condition’ and ‘military sexual trauma’ have
the meanings given those terms in section 1166A(v) of this
title.”.

SEC. 203. EVALUATION OF CLAIMS INVOLVING MILITARY
SEXUAL TRAUMA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VI of chapter 11 of such
title 1s amended by inserting after section 1166 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§ 1166A. Evaluation of claims involving military sex-
ual trauma

“(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) In the case of any veteran who
clavms that a covered mental health condition based on
military sexual trawma was incurred in or aggravated by
active military, naval, air, or space service, the Secretary
shall consider the following:

“(A4) A diagnosis of such mental health condition

by a mental health professional.
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“(B) A link, established by medical evidence, be-

tween current symptoms and a military sexual trau-

md.

“(C) Credible corroborating evidence, in accord-
ance with subsections (b) and (c), that the claimed
military sexual trauma occurred.

“(2) The reasons for granting or denying service-con-
nection i each case described in paragraph (1) shall be
recorded in full.

“(b) NONMILITARY SOURCES OF EVIDENCE.—(1) For
purposes of subsection (a), evidence from sources other than
official records of the Department of Defense regarding the
veteran’s active malitary, naval, air, or space service may
corroborate the veteran’s account of the trawma.

“(2) Examples of evidence described in paragraph (1)
melude the following:

“(A) Records from law enforcement authorities,
rape crisis centers, mental health counseling centers,
hospitals, and physicians.

“(B) Pregnancy tests and tests for sexually
transmitted diseases.

“(C) Statements from family members, room-
mates, other members of the Armed Forces or vet-

erans, and clergy.
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“(c) EVIDENCE OF BEHAVIOR CHANGES.—(1) For
purposes of subsection (a), evidence of a behavior change
Jollowing military sexual trawma is one type of relevant
evidence that may be found in sources described in such
subsection.

“(2) Examples of behavior changes that may be rel-
evant evidence of military sexual trauma include the fol-

lowing:

O o0 9 N U B W

“(A) A request for a transfer to another military

10 duty assignment.

11 “(B) Deterioration in work performance.

12 “(C) Substance abuse or substance use disorder.
13 “(D) Episodes of depression, panic attacks, or
14 anxiety without an wdentifiable cause.

15 “(E) Unexplained economic or social behavior
16 changes.

17 “(d) NoricE AND OprPORTUNITY ToO SurrLy KEVI-
18 DENCE.—The Secretary may not deny a claim of a velteran

[a—
O

Jor compensation under this chapter for a covered mental
20 health condition that is based on military sexual trauma

21 without first—

22 “(1) advising the veteran that evidence described
23 i subsections (b) and (¢) may constitute credible cor-
24 roborating evidence of the military sexual traumas

25 and
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“(2) allowing the veteran an opportunity to fur-
nish such corroborating evidence or advise the Sec-
retary of potential sources of such evidence.

“(e) REVIEW OF EVIDENCE.—In reviewing a claim for
compensation described in subsection (a)(1), for any evi-
dence identified as part of such clavm that s described in
subsection (b) or (c), the Secretary shall submit such evi-
dence to such medical or mental health professional as the
Secretary considers appropriate, including clinical and
counseling experts employed by the Department, to obtain
an opinion as to whether the evidence indicates that a mali-
tary sexual trauma occurred.

“(f) POINT oF CONTACT.—The Secretary shall ensure
that each docwment provided to a veteran relating to a
clavm for compensation described in subsection (a)(1) in-
cludes contact information for an appropriate point of con-
tact with the Department.

“lg9) SPECIALIZED TEAMS.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that all clavms for compensation described in sub-
section (a)(1) are reviewed and processed by a specialized
team established under section 1166 of this title.

“th) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING APPLICA-
TION TO NONSEXUAL PERSONAL ASSAULT.—The Secretary
shall not construe this section as supplanting the standard

of proof or evidence required for clavms for post-trauwmatic
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1 stress disorder based on nonsexual personal assault, which

2 the Secretary shall continue to define in regqulation.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(v) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered mental health condition’
means post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depres-
sion, or other mental health diagnosis that the Sec-
retary determines to be related to malitary sexual
trauma and which may be service-connected under
section 1110 of thas title.

“(2) The term ‘mental health professional’ means
a provider in the field of mental health who meets the
credential, licensure, education, and training require-
ments established by the Secretary.

“(3) The term ‘military sexual trauma’ means,
with respect to a veteran, a physical assault of a sex-
wal nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual har-
assment that occurred while the veteran was serving
m the actiwe military, naval, air, or space service.”.
(b) OUTREACH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall implement, with input from the
veteran community, an informative outreach program
Jor veterans regarding the standard of proof for eval-

wation of clavms relating to mailitary sexual trawma,
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meluding  requirements  for a medical examination
and opinion.

(2) TARGETED OUTREACH.—In implementing
the program under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall,
to the extent practicable, target outreach to veterans
who submitted a claim relating to military sexual
trawma that was denied.

(¢) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at
the beginning of chapter 11 of such title is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 1166 the following

new item:

“1166A. Evaluation of claims involving malitary sexual trauma.”.

SEC. 204. CHOICE OF LOCATION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL EXAMINATION FOR
ASSESSMENT OF CLAIMS FOR COMPENSA-
TION RELATING TO DISABILITY RESULTING
FROM MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 1165 of title 38, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting “and
location of medical examination” ufter “ex-
aminer’’;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking “a physical as-
sault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature,
or sexual harassment” and inserting “military sexual

trauma (as defined in section 1166A(1) of this title)”;
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(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection

(d); and

(4) by inserting after subsection (b) the following

new subsection (c):

“(c) CHOICE OF EXAMINATION LOCATION—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that a veteran who requives a medical
examination i support of a claim described in subsection
(a) may request that the medical examination take place
at a medical facility of the Department by a qualified em-
ployee of the Department rather than at a location des-
wnated by a contractor of the Department that performs
such examinations on behalf of the Department.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at
the beginning of chapter 11 of such title 1s amended by
striking the item relating to section 1165 and inserting the

Jollowing new item:

“1165. Choice of sex of medical examiner and location of medical examination
Jor certain disabilities.”.

SEC. 205. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO INDIVIDUALS WHO
HAVE EXPERIENCED MILITARY SEXUAL TRAU-
MA.
(a) REVIEW WORKGROUP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs  shall establish a workgroup to review cor-

respondence relating to military sexual trawma.
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(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The workgroup established

under paragraph (1) shall be composed of members
who shall be appointed by the Secretary from among
employees of the Department of Veterans Affairs who
are experts in military sexual trawma and mental

health, of whom—

(A4) one or more shall be appointed from
among mental health providers of the Veterans
Health Admanastration,

(B) one or more shall be appointed from
among experts on sexual assault and sexual har-
assment of the Veterans Benefits Admainistration;
and

(C) one or more shall be appointed from
among experts on sexual assault and sexual har-
assment of the Board of Veterans™ Appeals.

(3) DUTIES.—The workgroup established under

paragraph (1) shall—

(A) review standard correspondence, which
may include templates for notices under sections
5103, 5104, 5104B, and 7104 of title 38, United
States Code, from the Department to individuals
who have experienced military sexual trauma for
sensitivity; and

(B) ensure that the correspondence—
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1 (1) treats such individuals with dignity
2 and respect; and

3 (11) does not re-trawmatize such indi-
4 viduals.

5 (4) INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS EXPERIENCED MILI-

6 TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA DEFINED.—In this subsection,

7 the term “individual who has experienced military

8 sexual trauma™ means—

9 (A) an indiwvidual who has filed a claim for
10 compensation under chapter 11 of title 38,
11 United States Code, relating to military sexual
12 trauma;

13 (B) a veteran who has been awarded com-
14 pensation under such chapter rvelating to mali-
15 tary sexual trawma; or
16 (C) a member of the Armed Forces (includ-
17 mg a member of the National Guard or Re-
18 serves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or
19 a veteran who 1s receiwving care from the Depart-
20 ment relating to military sexwal trawma.

21 (b) CONTENTS OF CERTAIN WRITTEN COMMUNICA-

22 TIONS TO INDIVIDUALS WiHo HAVE EXPERIENCED MILI-
23 TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.—
24 (1) NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS OF REQUIRED INFOR-

25 MATION AND EVIDENCE.—Section 5103 of title 38,
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Unated States Code, s amended by adding at the end

the following new subsection:

“(c) WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS TO INDIVIDUALS
Wno HAVE EXPERIENCED MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.—
(1) The Secretary shall ensure that any written commu-
nication under this section from the Department to an indi-
vidual who has experienced military sexual trawma in-
cludes each of the following:

“(A) Contact information for each of the fol-
lowing:

“(r) The malitary sexual trawma coordi-
nator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.

“(ir) The military sexual trawma coordi-
nator of the Veterans Health Administration.

“(111) The Veterans Crisis Line.

“tw) The facility of the Veterans Health
Admanistration closest to where the individual
resides.

“(v) The Readjustment Counseling Service
location closest to where the individual resides.
“(B) Information on the eligibility of the indi-

vidual for services provided through the Readjustment

Counseling Service location described in subpara-

graph (4)(v).

“(2) In this subsection:
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“(A) The term ‘“individual who has experienced
malitary sexual trauma’ means—

“(v) an idiwvidual who has filed a claim for
compensation under chapter 11 of thas title relat-
g to military sexual trawma;

“(11) a veteran who has been awarded com-
pensation under such chapter relating to mali-
tary sexual trawma; or

“(11) a member of the Armed Forces (in-
cluding a member of the National Guard or Re-
serves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or
a veteran who 1s receiving care from the Depart-
ment relating to military sexual trawma.

“(B) The term ‘military sexual trauma’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1166A(1) of this
tatle.

“(C) The term Veterans Crisis Line’ means the
toll-free hotline for veterans established under section
1720F(h) of this title.”.

(2) DECISIONS AND NOTICES OF DECISIONS.—
Section 5104 of title 38, United States Code, s
amended by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“le)(1) The Secretary shall ensure that any written

25 communication under this section from the Department to
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ncludes each of the following:
“tA) Contact information for each of the fol-
lowing:

“(r) The malitary sexual trawma coordi-
nator of the Veterans Health Administration.

“(11) The Veterans Orisis Line.

“iir) The facility of the Veterans Health
Admanastration closest to where the individual
resides.

“tiv) The Readjustment Counseling Service
location closest to where the individual resides.
“(B) Information on the eligibility of the indi-

vidual for services provided through the Readjustment

Counseling Service location described n  subpara-

graph (A4)(v).

“(2) The Secretary shall ensure that any written com-
munication under this section from the Department to an
mdividual who has experienced military sexual trauma
that includes notification of an award of compensation
under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual
trauma mcludes—

“(A) the contact information described in para-

graph (1); and
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1 “(B) the contact information for the military
2 sexual trawma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits
3 Admanastration.

4 “(3) In this subsection:

5 “(A) The term “mdividual who has experienced
6 military sexual trauma’ means—

7 “(v) an idiwvidual who has filed a clavm for
8 compensation under chapter 11 of thas title relat-
9 g to military sexual trauma

10 “(11) a veteran who has been awarded com-
11 pensation under such chapter relating to mali-
12 tary sexual trawma; or

13 “(11) a member of the Armed Forces (in-
14 cluding a member of the National Guard or Re-
15 serves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or
16 a veteran who 1s receiving care from the Depart-
17 ment relating to military sexual trawma.

18 “(B) The term ‘military sexual trawma’ has the
19 meaning gien that term in section 1166A(v) of this
20 title.
21 “(C) The term “Veterans Crisis Line’ means the
22 toll-free hotline for veterans established under section
23 1720F(h) of this title.”.
24 (3) HIGHER-LEVEL REVIEW BY THE AGENCY OF

25 ORIGINAL JURISDICTION.—Section 5104B of title 38,
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1 Unated States Code, s amended by adding at the end
2 the following new subsection:

3 “(f)  WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS TO INDIVIDUALS
4 Wno HAVE EXPERIENCED MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.—
S (1) The Secretary shall ensure that any written commu-
6 nication under this section from the Department to an indi-
7 vidual who has experienced military sexual trauma in-
8 cludes each of the following:

9 “(A) Contact information for each of the fol-
10 lowing:

11 “(r) The malitary sexual trawma coordi-
12 nator of the Veterans Health Administration.

13 “(11) The Veterans Orisis Line.

14 “iir) The facility of the Veterans Health
15 Admanastration closest to where the individual
16 resides.

17 “(w) The Readjustment Counseling Service
18 location closest to where the individual resides.
19 “(B) Information on the eligibility of the indi-
20 vidual for services provided through the Readjustment
21 Counseling Service location described n  subpara-
22 graph (A)(v).
23 “(2) The Secretary shall ensure that any written com-

24 munication under this section from the Department to an

25 andwidual who has experienced malitary sexual trawma



BAG25E10 TJV [Committee Print] S.L.C.
04

1 that includes notification of an award of compensation
2 under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual

3 trawma mcludes—

4 “(A) the contact information described in para-
5 graph (1); and
6 “(B) the contact information for the military
7 sexual trawma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits
8 Admanistration.
9 “(3) In this subsection:
10 “(A) The term ‘individual who has experienced
11 malitary sexual trauma’ means—
12 “(v) an idwvidual who has filed a claim for
13 compensation under chapter 11 of thas title relat-
14 g to military sexual trawma;
15 “(11) a veteran who has been awarded com-
16 pensation under such chapter relating to mali-
17 tary sexual trawma; or
18 “(11) a member of the Armed Forces (in-
19 cluding a member of the National Guard or Re-
20 serves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or
21 a veteran who 1s receiving care from the Depart-
22 ment relating to military sexual trawma.
23 “(B) The term ‘military sexual trauma’ has the
24 meaning given that term in section 1166A(1) of this

25 tatle.
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“(C) The term Veterans Crisis Line’ means the
toll-free hotline for veterans established under section
1720F(h) of this title.”.

(4) BOARD OF VETERANS  APPEALS.—~Section
7104 of title 38, Unated States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new subsection:

“lg)(1) The Secretary shall ensure that any written

communication under this section from the Department to
an indwidual who has experienced malitary sexual trauma

wmelude each of the following:

“(A4) Contact information for each of the fol-
lowing:

“() The malitary sexual trauma coordi-
nator of the Veterans Health Administration.

“(11) The Veterans Crisis Line.

“(ii) The facility of the Veterans Health
Admanistration closest to where the individual
resides.

“(w) The Readjustment Counseling Service
location closest to where the individual resides.
“(B) Information on the eligibility of the indi-

vidual for services provided through the Readjustment

Counseling Service location described in subpara-

graph (A)(v).
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“(2) The Secretary shall ensure that any written com-
munication under this section from the Department to an
mdwidual who has experienced military sexual trawma
that includes notification of an award of compensation
under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual
trauma includes—

“(A) the contact information described in para-

graph (1); and
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“(B) the contact information for the military

10 sexual trawma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits
11 Admanistration.

12 “(3) In this subsection:

13 “(A) The term ‘individual who has experienced
14 malitary sexual trauma’ means—

15 “(v) an idwvidual who has filed a claim for
16 compensation under chapter 11 of thas title relat-
17 g to military sexual trawma;

18 “(11) a veteran who has been awarded com-
19 pensation under such chapter relating to mali-
20 tary sexual trawma; or

21 “(11) a member of the Armed Forces (in-
22 cluding a member of the National Guard or Re-
23 serves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or
24 a veteran who 1s receiving care from the Depart-
25 ment relating to military sexual trawma.
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1 “(B) The term ‘military sexual trawma’ has the
2 meaning given that term in section 1166A(v) of this
3 title.

4 “(C) The term Veterans Crisis Line’ means the
5 toll-free hotline for veterans established under section
6 1720F(h) of this title.”.

7 SEC. 206. STUDY ON TRAINING AND PROCESSING RELATING
8 TO CLAIMS FOR DISABILITY COMPENSATION
9 RELATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

10 (a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
11 fairs shall conduct a study on—

12 (1) the quality of training provided to personnel
13 of the Department of Veterans Affairs who review
14 clavms for disability compensation under chapter 11
15 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relat-
16 g to malitary sexual trauma; and

17 (2) the quality of the procedures of the Depanrt-
18 ment for reviewing the accuracy of the processing of
19 such claims.
20 (b) ELEMENTS.—The study required by subsection (a)
21 shall include the following:
22 (1) With respect to the quality of training de-
23 seribed in paragraph (1) of such subsection:
24 (A) Whether the Department ensures per-

25 sonnel complete such tramming on time.
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1 (B) Whether the training has resulted in
2 mmprovements to the processing of claivms de-
3 seribed in such subsection and issue-based accu-
4 racy.

5 (C) Such recommendations as the Secretary

6 may have for improving the training.

7 (2) With respect to the quality of procedures de-

8 seribed in paragraph (2) of such subsection:

9 (A) Whether the procedures of the Depanrt-
10 ment for reviewing the accuracy of the processing
11 of claims described in such subsection comport
12 with generally accepted statistical methodologies
13 to ensure reasonable accuracy of such reviews.

14 (B) Whether such procedures adequately in-
15 clude mechanisms to correct errors found in such
16 reviews.

17 (C) A summary of quality assurance re-
18 views and reports conducted as part of such pro-
19 cedures.

20 (D) Such recommendations as the Secretary
21 may have for improving such procedures.
22 (¢c) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one year after

23 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall

24 submat to the Committee on Veterans™ Affairs of the Senate

25 and the Commattee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
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1 resentatives a report detailing the findings of the Secretary

2 with respect to the study conducted under subsection (a).

3 SEC. 207. ANNUAL SPECIAL FOCUS REVIEW OF CLAIMS FOR

4 DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR DISABIL-

5 ITIES RELATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAU-

6 MA.

7 (a) ANNUAL SPECIAL FOCUS REVIEW.—

8 (1) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the Under Sec-

9 retary for Benefits of the Department of Velerans Af-
10 fairs shall conduct a special focus review on the accu-
11 racy of the processing of clavms for disability com-
12 pensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States
13 Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trau-
14 ma.

15 (2) ELEMENTS.—KEach review conducted under
16 paragraph (1) shall include a review of the following:
17 (A) A statistically significant, nationally
18 representative sample of all clavms for benefits
19 under the laws administered by the Secretary of
20 Veterans Affairs relating to malitary sexual trau-
21 ma filed during the fiscal year preceding the fis-
22 cal year in which the report 1s submitted.
23 (B) The accuracy of each decision made
24 with respect to each claim described wn subpara-

25 graph (A).
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(C) The types of benefit entitlement errors
Jound, disaggregated by category.
(D) Trends from year to year.
(E) Training completion rates for personnel
of the Department who process clavms described
m paragraph (1).

(b) REPROCESSING OF CLAIMS.—If the Under Sec-
retary finds, pursuant to a special focus review conducted
under subsection (a)(1), that an error was made with re-
spect to the entitlement of a veteran to a benefit under the
laws administered by the Secretary, the Secretary shall re-
turn the relevant clavm of the veteran to the appropriate
office of the Department for reprocessing to ensure that the
veteran receives an accurate decision with respect to the
claim.

(¢c) REPORT—RSection 5501(b) of the Johnny Isakson
and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits
Improvement Act of 2020 (Public Law 116—-315; 134 Stat.
5048) 1s amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “through

20277 and wserting “until the date described in sec-

tion 207(d) of the Servicemembers and Veterans Em-

powerment and Support Act of 20257; and
(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the

Jollowing new subparagraph:
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“(I) The findings of the most recent special
Jocus review conducted under subsection (a)(1) of
section 207 of the Servicemembers and Veterans
Empowerment and Support Act of 2025, includ-
mg—

“(1) the elements wunder subsection
(a)(2) of such section;

“(11) the number of clavms returned for
reprocessing under subsection (b) of such
section; and

“(r) the number of claims described
wm clause (1v) for which the decision relating
to service-connection or entitlement to com-
pensation changed as a result of reprocess-
ing the claim.”.

(d) SUNSET—On the date that the Under Secretary
determines, pursuant to special focus reviews conducted
under paragraph (1) of subsection (a), that the accuracy
rates under paragraph (2)(B) of such subsection have been
95 percent or greater for five consecutive years, subsection

(a)(1) shall cease to be in effect.
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SEC. 208. WORKGROUP ON MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR

CLAIMS FOR DISABILITY COMPENSATION FOR
DISABILITIES RELATING TO MILITARY SEX-
UAL TRAUMA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall establish a workgroup on medical examina-
tions for clavms for disability compensation under chapter
11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating
to military sexual trauma (in this section referred to as
the “workgroup”).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The workgroup shall be composed
of the following:

(1) Staff of the operations center for mailitary
sexual trauma of the Department of Veterans Affairs
who have experience reviewing the quality of medical
examinations in support of claims for disability com-
pensation under chapter 11 of title 38, Unated States
Code.

(2) Staff of the Medical Disability Examination
Office of the Department.

(3) Veterans service officers who have experience
with clavms described in subsection (a).

(4) Meduical examiners who have experience with

such claims.
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(5) Staff of the Veterans Experience Office of the
Department.
(6) Such other individuals as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(¢c) DUTIES.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Workgroup shall—

(1) review the quality of medical examinations
described in subsection (a);

(2) review the feasibility of minimizing re-ex-
aminations for conditions relating to military sexual
trauma; and

(3) submit to the Under Secretary for Benefits of
the Department and the Secretary recommendations
on how to—

(A) eliminate re-trauwmatization of individ-

uals who file clavms described in subsection (a);

and

(B) reduce the overdevelopment of such
clavms.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to

22 Congress a report that includes the following:

23
24
25

(1) The views of the workgroup on efforts by the
Department to eliminate re-trawmatization of indi-

viduals who file clavms described in subsection (a).
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(2) Legislative proposals to ivmprove the experi-
ence of such indwiduals in pursuing such clavms.

(3) The recommendations submatted under sub-
section (¢)(3).

(4) The plan of the Under Secretary for Benefits
of the Department and the Secretary to implement
such recommendations.

(¢) REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than

one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the

Secretary shall—

(1) review the recommendations submatted under
subsection (¢)(3); and

(2) 1mplement the recommendations that, as de-
termined by the Under Secretary and the Secretary,

would improve the clavms process for individuals who

file clavms described in subsection (a).

18 SEC. 209. MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA CLAIMS PERFORM.-

19
20

ANCE DASHBOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-

21 fairs shall establish an interactive performance dashboard

22 displaying information about claims relating to mailitary

23 sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under

24 laws administered by the Secretary.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The dashboard established pursuant

to subsection (a) shall cover the following:

(1) Claims relating to malitary sexual trawma
submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary that have been submitted,
completed, or appealed, including appeals pending at
the agency of jurisdiction and at the Board of Vet-
erans’ Appeals.

(2) For comparison purposes with paragraph
(1), clavms not relating to military sexual trauma
submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary that have been submitted,
completed, or appealed.

(3) Overall, cumulative information relating to
clavms relating to malitary sexual trawma submitted
to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered
by the Secretary, including the following:

(A) Average number of days a claim is
pending review.

(B) Average number of days for completed
adjudication.

(C)  Total number of pending clavms,
disaggregated by whether the clavms have been

partially adjudicated or not adjudicated at all.
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(D) Total number of claims completely ad-

Judicated.

(E) Of the number specified in subpara-
graph (D), the percentage that were approved,
denved, or appealed.

(4) The total number of claims relating to maili-
tary sexual trawma submitted to the Secretary for
benefits under laws administered by the Secretary.

(5) The methods used for submittal of claims re-
lating to malitary sexual trawma to the Secretary for
benefits under laws administered by the Secretary.

(6) The most frequent reasons the Secretary de-
nies a clavm relating to military sexual trawma sub-
matted to the Secretary for a benefit under a law ad-
manistered by the Secretary.

(7) The most frequent conditions or disabilities

Jor which a clavm relating to military sexual trauma

1s denied.

(8) The most frequent conditions or disabilities

Jor which a clavm relating to military sexual trauma

1s submatted to the Secretary for disability compensa-
tion under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code,
wmcluding the grant rate for such contentions.

(¢) ADDITIONAL RESOURCE INFORMATION.—The Sec-

25 retary shall make available via the performance dashboard
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1 established pursuant to subsection (a) the following infor-

2 mation:

3 (1) Veterans Crisis Line contact information.

4 (2) Information regarding the availability of
5 services from military sexual trawma coordinators of
6 the Veterans Health Administration.

7 (3) Information regarding the availability of
8 services from military sexual trawma coordinators of
9 the Veterans Benefits Administration.

10 (3) Information on avarlability of specialized
11 care, services, and benefits from the Department for
12 mdwiduals who have experienced military sexual
13 trauma.

14 (4) Such additional information as the Secretary
15 considers appropriate.

16 (d) AvAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall ensure that
17 the dashboard established pursuant to subsection (a) is
18 awailable to the public from the website of the Department
19 of Veterans Affairs and s updated not less frequently than
20 once every 30 days.
21 (¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) Not later than
22 2 years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

23
24
25

retary shall submat to the Committee on Veterans™ Affairs
of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of

the House of Representatives a report detailing—
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(A) the annual cost to vmplement the dashboard

required by subsection (a);

(B) areas for improvement of the dashboard; and
(C) such additional information as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(2) Not later than 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall commence providing,
on a quarterly basis, to the Commaittee on Veterans™ Affairs
of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives a quarterly briefing on the De-
partment’s processing of mailitary sexual trauma-related
clavms.

(f) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “military
sexual trauma’” has the meaning given such term in section
1166A(v) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section
203(a).

TITLE III—ACCESS TO HEALTH
CARE

SEC. 301. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR COUNSELING
AND TREATMENT FOR MILITARY SEXUAL
TRAUMA TO INCLUDE ALL FORMER MEMBERS
OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.
Section 1720D of title 38, United States Code, 1is

amended—
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1 (1) in subsection (a)—
2 (A) in paragraph (1), by striking “a phys-
3 veal assault” and all that follows through the pe-
4 riod at the end and inserting “military sexual
5 trauma.”; and
6 (B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking “was
7 suffered” and all that follows through the period
8 at the end and inserting “resulted from military
9 sexual trawma.”; and
10 (2) by striking subsections (f) and (g) and in-
11 serting the following new subsection (f):
12 “(f) In this section:
13 “(1) The term ‘former member of the Armed
14 Forces” means a person who served on active duty, ac-
15 tive duty for traiming, or inactive duty traiming, and
16 who was discharged or released therefrom under any
17 condition that is not—
18 “(A) a discharge by court-martial, unless
19 the Secretary determines an exception to the bar
20 to benefits applies; or
21 “(B) a discharge subject to a bar to benefits
22 under section 5303 of thas title.
23 “(2) The term ‘military sexual trauma’ means,
24 with respect to a member of the Armed Forces or

25 Jormer member of the Armed Forces, a physical as-
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1 sault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature,

2 or sexual harassment which occurred while the mem-

3 ber or former member was serving on duty, regardless

4 of duty status or line of duty determination (as that

5 term 1s used in section 12323 of title 10).

6 “(3) The term ‘sexual harassment’ means unso-

7 licited verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature

8 which 1s threatening in character.”.

9 SEC. 302. CONNECTION TO VETERANS HEALTH ADMINIS-
10 TRATION WHEN A DISABILITY CLAIM RE-
11 LATED TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA IS SUB-
12 MITTED TO VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINIS-
13 TRATION.

14 Section 2 of the MST Claims Coordination Act (Public

15 Law 117-303; 38 U.S.C. 1166 note) 1s amended—

16 (1) in subsection (a)(1)—

17 (A) in subparagraph (C), by striking
18 and” and inserting a semicolon; and

19 (B) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
20 serting the following:

21 “(D) the contact information for the nearest
22 military sexual trawma coordinator for the vet-
23 eran at the Veterans Benefits Administration
24 and a description of the assistance such coordi-

25 nator can provide;
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“(K) the contact information for the nearest
malitary sexual trauma coordinator for the vet-
eran at the Veterans Health Administration and
a description of the assistance such coordinator
can provide;

“(F) the types of services that individuals
who have experienced military sexual trauma
are eligible to recewve from the Department of
Veterans Affairs, such as mental health coun-
seling from providers trained wn military sexual
trauma 1ssues and peer support services, includ-
g the nearest locations where such services are
Jurnished, including the nearest Readjustment
Counseling Service location, and the contact in-
Jormation for the providers of such services; and

“(G) such other information on services,
care, or resources for military sexual trauma as
the Secretary determines appropriate.”; and
(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (3)—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking
and” and inserting a semicolon;
(11) i subparagraph (C), by striking

the period and inserting *; and”; and
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(111) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(D) submitting a clavm for disability com-
pensation to the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion for a disability relating to military sexual
trauma.”; and

(B) by amending paragraph (5) to read as

Jollows:

“(5) The term ‘military sexual trauwma’—

“(A) with respect to eligibility for health
care, has the meaning given such term in section
1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code; and

“(B) with respect to eligibility for com-
pensation, has the meaning given such term in
section 1166A(1) of such title.”.

CARE RELATING TO MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA
FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO WITHDRAW FROM OR
OTHERWISE DO NOT COMPLETE SERVICE AT

SERVICE ACADEMIES.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
wm coordination with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary

of Homeland Security, and the Secretary of Transpor-

23 tation, shall ensure that each individual who withdraws

24 from, or otherwise does not complete service at, a service

25 academy s provided—
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1 (1) information on the potential eligibility of
2 such andwidual for care and counseling relating to
3 military sexual trauma provided through the Depart-
4 ment of Veterans Affairs; and

5 (2) the option to recerve copies of—

6 (A) the individual’s service treatment
7 records or malitary personnel records that docu-
8 ment military sexual trawma;

9 (B) reporting forms of the Department of
10 Defense, the Department of Homeland Security,
11 or the Department of Transportation on sexual
12 assault or sexual harassment for which the indi-
13 vidual was the victim; and

14 (C) any investigative reports into military
15 sexual trawma that occurred during the individ-
16 ual’s service in the Armed Forces and for which
17 the indwvidual was the victim, which are in the
18 possession of the Department of Defense, the De-
19 partment of Homeland Security, or the Depart-
20 ment of Transportation.
21 (b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
22 (1) MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.—The term
23 “military sexual trauma —
24 (A) with respect to eligibility for health
25 care, has the meaning given such term in section



BAG25E10 TJV [Committee Print] S.L.C.

74

1 1720D(f) of title 38, Unated States Code, as
2 added by section 301; and

3 (B) with respect to eligibility for compensa-
4 tion, has the meaning given such term in section
5 1166A(1) of title 38, Unated States Code, as
6 added by section 203(a).

7 (2) SERVICE ACADEMY.—The term “service acad-
8 emy’” means any of the following:

9 (A) The United States Military Academy.
10 (B) The Unated States Naval Academy.
11 (C) The Unated States Air Force Academy.
12 (D) The Unated States Coast Guard Acad-
13 emy.
14 (E) The United States Merchant Marine
15 Academy.
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     To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand health care and benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs for military sexual trauma, and for other purposes.
  
   
     
       1.
       Short title; table of contents
       
         (a)
         Short title
         This Act may be cited as the   Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025.
      
       
         (b)
         Table of contents
         The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
         
           Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
           TITLE I—Defining military sexual trauma
           Sec. 101. Report on military sexual trauma in the digital age.
           TITLE II—Disability compensation and claims processing
           Sec. 201. Definition of military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 202. Conforming changes relating to specialized teams to evaluate claims involving military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 203. Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 204. Choice of location of Department of Veterans Affairs medical examination for assessment of claims for compensation relating to disability resulting from military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 205. Communications from the Department of Veterans Affairs to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 206. Study on training and processing relating to claims for disability compensation relating to military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 207. Annual special focus review of claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 208. Workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma.
           TITLE III—Access to health care
           Sec. 301. Expansion of eligibility for counseling and treatment for military sexual trauma to include all former members of the reserve components of the armed forces.
           Sec. 302. Connection to veterans health administration when a disability claim related to military sexual trauma is submitted to veterans benefits administration.
           Sec. 303. Care relating to military sexual trauma for individuals who withdraw from or otherwise do not complete service at service academies.
        
      
    
     
       I
       Defining military sexual trauma
       
         101.
         Report on military sexual trauma in the digital age
         
           (a)
           Report required
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on military sexual trauma in the digital age.
        
         
           (b)
           Requirements
           The report required under subsection (a) shall include the following:
           
             (1)
             A comprehensive evaluation and assessment of current Department of Veterans Affairs statutes, regulations, and agency guidance relating to military sexual trauma for the purposes of access to health care under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, and compensation under chapter 11 of such title to identify—
             
               (A)
               gaps in coverage for health care and compensation eligibility relating to military sexual trauma involving online or other technological communications; and
            
             
               (B)
               the feasibility and advisability of expanding health care and compensation for trauma that is nonsexual in nature involving online or other technological communications. 
            
          
           
             (2)
             Recommendations for revising statutes, regulations, and agency guidance in response to the evaluation and assessment under paragraph (1).
          
        
         
           (c)
           Consultation
           
             (1)
             In general
             In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall consult veterans service organizations and such other stakeholders as the Secretary considers relevant and appropriate.
          
           
             (2)
             Relation to FACA
             Chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code, shall not apply to paragraph (1).
          
        
         
           (d)
           Military sexual trauma defined
           In this section, the term  military sexual trauma—
           
             (1)
             with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301; and
          
           
             (2)
             with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a).
          
        
      
    
     
       II
       Disability compensation and claims processing
       
         201.
         Definition of military sexual trauma
         In this title, the term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a).
      
       
         202.
         Conforming changes relating to specialized teams to evaluate claims involving military sexual trauma
         Section 1166 of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
         
           (1)
           in subsection (a)(1), by striking  for compensation for a covered mental health condition and inserting  for compensation for a condition, which may include a covered mental health condition,; and
        
         
           (2)
           by amending subsection (d) to read as follows:
           
             
               (d)
               Definitions
               In this section, the terms  covered mental health condition and  military sexual trauma have the meanings given those terms in section 1166A(i) of this title.
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         203.
         Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Subchapter VI of chapter 11 of such title is amended by inserting after section 1166 the following new section:
           
             
               1166A.
               Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma
               
                 (a)
                 In general
                 
                   (1)
                   In the case of any veteran who claims that a covered mental health condition based on military sexual trauma was incurred in or aggravated by active military, naval, air, or space service, the Secretary shall consider the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     A diagnosis of such mental health condition by a mental health professional.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     A link, established by medical evidence, between current symptoms and a military sexual trauma.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Credible corroborating evidence, in accordance with subsections (b) and (c), that the claimed military sexual trauma occurred.
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The reasons for granting or denying service-connection in each case described in paragraph (1) shall be recorded in full. 
                
              
               
                 (b)
                 Nonmilitary sources of evidence
                 
                   (1)
                   For purposes of subsection (a), evidence from sources other than official records of the Department of Defense regarding the veteran's active military, naval, air, or space service may corroborate the veteran's account of the trauma. 
                
                 
                   (2)
                   Examples of evidence described in paragraph (1) include the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Records from law enforcement authorities, rape crisis centers, mental health counseling centers, hospitals, and physicians.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Pregnancy tests and tests for sexually transmitted diseases.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Statements from family members, roommates, other members of the Armed Forces or veterans, and clergy.
                  
                
              
               
                 (c)
                 Evidence of behavior changes
                 
                   (1)
                   For purposes of subsection (a), evidence of a behavior change following military sexual trauma is one type of relevant evidence that may be found in sources described in such subsection.
                
                 
                   (2)
                   Examples of behavior changes that may be relevant evidence of military sexual trauma include the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     A request for a transfer to another military duty assignment.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Deterioration in work performance.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Substance abuse or substance use disorder.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     Episodes of depression, panic attacks, or anxiety without an identifiable cause.
                  
                   
                     (E)
                     Unexplained economic or social behavior changes.
                  
                
              
               
                 (d)
                 Notice and opportunity To supply evidence
                 The Secretary may not deny a claim of a veteran for compensation under this chapter for a covered mental health condition that is based on military sexual trauma without first—
                 
                   (1)
                   advising the veteran that evidence described in subsections (b) and (c) may constitute credible corroborating evidence of the military sexual trauma; and
                
                 
                   (2)
                   allowing the veteran an opportunity to furnish such corroborating evidence or advise the Secretary of potential sources of such evidence.
                
              
               
                 (e)
                 Review of evidence
                 In reviewing a claim for compensation described in subsection (a)(1), for any evidence identified as part of such claim that is described in subsection (b) or (c), the Secretary shall submit such evidence to such medical or mental health professional as the Secretary considers appropriate, including clinical and counseling experts employed by the Department, to obtain an opinion as to whether the evidence indicates that a military sexual trauma occurred.
              
               
                 (f)
                 Point of contact
                 The Secretary shall ensure that each document provided to a veteran relating to a claim for compensation described in subsection (a)(1) includes contact information for an appropriate point of contact with the Department.
              
               
                 (g)
                 Specialized teams
                 The Secretary shall ensure that all claims for compensation described in subsection (a)(1) are reviewed and processed by a specialized team established under section 1166 of this title.
              
               
                 (h)
                 Rule of construction regarding application to nonsexual personal assault
                 The Secretary shall not construe this section as supplanting the standard of proof or evidence required for claims for post-traumatic stress disorder based on nonsexual personal assault, which the Secretary shall continue to define in regulation. 
              
               
                 (i)
                 Definitions
                 In this section: 
                 
                   (1)
                   The term  covered mental health condition means post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, or other mental health diagnosis that the Secretary determines to be related to military sexual trauma and which may be service-connected under section 1110 of this title.
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The term  mental health professional means a provider in the field of mental health who meets the credential, licensure, education, and training requirements established by the Secretary.
                
                 
                   (3)
                   The term  military sexual trauma means, with respect to a veteran, a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment that occurred while the veteran was serving in the active military, naval, air, or space service.
                
              
            
             .
          
        
         
           (b)
           Outreach
           
             (1)
             In general
             Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall implement, with input from the veteran community, an informative outreach program for veterans regarding the standard of proof for evaluation of claims relating to military sexual trauma, including requirements for a medical examination and opinion.
          
           
             (2)
             Targeted outreach
             In implementing the program under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, target outreach to veterans who submitted a claim relating to military sexual trauma that was denied.
          
        
         
           (c)
           Clerical amendment
           The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 11 of such title is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 1166 the following new item:
           
             
               1166A. Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma.
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         204.
         Choice of location of Department of Veterans Affairs medical examination for assessment of claims for compensation relating to disability resulting from military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Section 1165 of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
           
             (1)
             in the section heading, by inserting   and location of medical examination after   examiner; 
          
           
             (2)
             in subsection (a), by striking  a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment and inserting  military sexual trauma (as defined in section 1166A(i) of this title); 
          
           
             (3)
             by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection (d); and
          
           
             (4)
             by inserting after subsection (b) the following new subsection (c): 
             
               
                 (c)
                 Choice of examination location
                 The Secretary shall ensure that a veteran who requires a medical examination in support of a claim described in subsection (a) may request that the medical examination take place at a medical facility of the Department by a qualified employee of the Department rather than at a location designated by a contractor of the Department that performs such examinations on behalf of the Department.
              
               .
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Clerical amendment
           The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 11 of such title is amended by striking the item relating to section 1165 and inserting the following new item: 
           
             
               1165. Choice of sex of medical examiner and location of medical examination for certain disabilities.
            
             . 
          
        
      
       
         205.
         Communications from the Department of Veterans Affairs to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Review workgroup
           
             (1)
             In general
             The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a workgroup to review correspondence relating to military sexual trauma. 
          
           
             (2)
             Membership
             The workgroup established under paragraph (1) shall be composed of members who shall be appointed by the Secretary from among employees of the Department of Veterans Affairs who are experts in military sexual trauma and mental health, of whom—
             
               (A)
               one or more shall be appointed from among mental health providers of the Veterans Health Administration; 
            
             
               (B)
               one or more shall be appointed from among experts on sexual assault and sexual harassment of the Veterans Benefits Administration; and 
            
             
               (C)
               one or more shall be appointed from among experts on sexual assault and sexual harassment of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. 
            
          
           
             (3)
             Duties
             The workgroup established under paragraph (1) shall—
             
               (A)
               review standard correspondence, which may include templates for notices under sections 5103, 5104, 5104B, and 7104 of title 38, United States Code, from the Department to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma for sensitivity; and
            
             
               (B)
               ensure that the correspondence— 
               
                 (i)
                 treats such individuals with dignity and respect; and 
              
               
                 (ii)
                 does not re-traumatize such individuals.
              
            
          
           
             (4)
             Individual who has experienced military sexual trauma defined
             In this subsection, the term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
             
               (A)
               an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, relating to military sexual trauma; 
            
             
               (B)
               a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
            
             
               (C)
               a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Contents of certain written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
           
             (1)
             Notice to claimants of required information and evidence
             Section 5103 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (c)
                 Written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (v)
                       The Vet Center closest to where the individual resides. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Vet Center described in subparagraph (A)(v).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Vet Center has the meaning given that term in section 1712A(h) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (2)
             Decisions and notices of decisions
             Section 5104 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (e)
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Vet Center closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Vet Center described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Vet Center has the meaning given that term in section 1712A(h) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (3)
             Higher-level review by the agency of original jurisdiction
             Section 5104B of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection:
             
               
                 (f)
                 Written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Vet Center closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Vet Center described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Vet Center has the meaning given that term in section 1712A(h) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (4)
             Board of Veterans’ Appeals
             Section 7104 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (g)
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma include each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Vet Center closest to where the individual resides. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Vet Center described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Vet Center has the meaning given that term in section 1712A(h) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
        
      
       
         206.
         Study on training and processing relating to claims for disability compensation relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Study required
           The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall conduct a study on—
           
             (1)
             the quality of training provided to personnel of the Department of Veterans Affairs who review claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma; and 
          
           
             (2)
             the quality of the procedures of the Department for reviewing the accuracy of the processing of such claims. 
          
        
         
           (b)
           Elements
           The study required by subsection (a) shall include the following: 
           
             (1)
             With respect to the quality of training described in paragraph (1) of such subsection: 
             
               (A)
               Whether the Department ensures personnel complete such training on time. 
            
             
               (B)
               Whether the training has resulted in improvements to the processing of claims described in such subsection and issue-based accuracy.
            
             
               (C)
               Such recommendations as the Secretary may have for improving the training. 
            
          
           
             (2)
             With respect to the quality of procedures described in paragraph (2) of such subsection: 
             
               (A)
               Whether the procedures of the Department for reviewing the accuracy of the processing of claims described in such subsection comport with generally accepted statistical methodologies to ensure reasonable accuracy of such reviews.
            
             
               (B)
               Whether such procedures adequately include mechanisms to correct errors found in such reviews.
            
             
               (C)
               A summary of quality assurance reviews and reports conducted as part of such procedures.
            
             
               (D)
               Such recommendations as the Secretary may have for improving such procedures. 
            
          
        
         
           (c)
           Report required
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report detailing the findings of the Secretary with respect to the study conducted under subsection (a). 
        
      
       
         207.
         Annual special focus review of claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Annual special focus review
           
             (1)
             In general
             Each year, the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department of Veterans Affairs shall conduct a special focus review on the accuracy of the processing of claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma. 
          
           
             (2)
             Elements
             Each review conducted under paragraph (1) shall include a review of the following: 
             
               (A)
               A statistically significant, nationally representative sample of all claims for benefits under the laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating to military sexual trauma filed during the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in which the report is submitted.
            
             
               (B)
               The accuracy of each decision made with respect to each claim described in subparagraph (A). 
            
             
               (C)
               The types of benefit entitlement errors found, disaggregated by category.
            
             
               (D)
               Trends from year to year.
            
             
               (E)
               Training completion rates for personnel of the Department who process claims described in paragraph (1). 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Reprocessing of claims
           If the Under Secretary finds, pursuant to a special focus review conducted under subsection (a)(1), that an error was made with respect to the entitlement of a veteran to a benefit under the laws administered by the Secretary, the Secretary shall return the relevant claim of the veteran to the appropriate office of the Department for reprocessing to ensure that the veteran receives an accurate decision with respect to the claim. 
        
         
           (c)
           Report
           Section 5501(b) of the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–315; 134 Stat. 5048) is amended—
           
             (1)
             in paragraph (1), by striking  through 2027 and inserting  until the date described in section 207(d) of the  Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025; and
          
           
             (2)
             in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the following new subparagraph: 
             
               
                 (I)
                 The findings of the most recent special focus review conducted under subsection (a)(1) of section 207 of the  Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025, including— 
                 
                   (i)
                   the elements under subsection (a)(2) of such section; 
                
                 
                   (ii)
                   the number of claims returned for reprocessing under subsection (b) of such section; and
                
                 
                   (iii)
                   the number of claims described in clause (ii) for which the decision relating to service-connection or entitlement to compensation changed as a result of reprocessing the claim.
                
              
               .
            
          
        
         
           (d)
           Sunset
           On the date that the Under Secretary determines, pursuant to special focus reviews conducted under paragraph (1) of subsection (a), that the accuracy rates under paragraph (2)(B) of such subsection have been 95 percent or greater for five consecutive years, subsection (a)(1) shall cease to be in effect. 
        
      
       
         208.
         Workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma (in this section referred to as the  workgroup). 
        
         
           (b)
           Membership
           The workgroup shall be composed of the following: 
           
             (1)
             Staff of the operations center for military sexual trauma of the Department of Veterans Affairs who have experience reviewing the quality of medical examinations in support of claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.
          
           
             (2)
             Staff of the Medical Disability Examination Office of the Department.
          
           
             (3)
             Veterans service officers who have experience with claims described in subsection (a).
          
           
             (4)
             Medical examiners who have experience with such claims. 
          
           
             (5)
             Staff of the Veterans Experience Office of the Department.
          
           
             (6)
             Such other individuals as the Secretary considers appropriate.
          
        
         
           (c)
           Duties
           Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Workgroup shall—
           
             (1)
             review the quality of medical examinations described in subsection (a); 
          
           
             (2)
             review the feasibility of minimizing re-examinations for conditions relating to military sexual trauma; and
          
           
             (3)
             submit to the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary recommendations on how to—
             
               (A)
               eliminate re-traumatization of individuals who file claims described in subsection (a); and 
            
             
               (B)
               reduce the overdevelopment of such claims.
            
          
        
         
           (d)
           Report
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report that includes the following:
           
             (1)
             The views of the workgroup on efforts by the Department to eliminate re-traumatization of individuals who file claims described in subsection (a).
          
           
             (2)
             Legislative proposals to improve the experience of such individuals in pursuing such claims.
          
           
             (3)
             The recommendations submitted under subsection (c)(3). 
          
           
             (4)
             The plan of the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary to implement such recommendations.
          
        
         
           (e)
           Review and implementation
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary shall—
           
             (1)
             review the recommendations submitted under subsection (c)(3); and 
          
           
             (2)
             implement the recommendations that, as determined by the Under Secretary and the Secretary, would improve the claims process for individuals who file claims described in subsection (a).
          
        
      
    
     
       III
       Access to health care
       
         301.
         Expansion of eligibility for counseling and treatment for military sexual trauma to include all former members of the reserve components of the armed forces
         Section 1720D of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
         
           (1)
           in subsection (a)—
           
             (A)
             in paragraph (1), by striking  a physical assault and all that follows through the period at the end and inserting  military sexual trauma.; and
          
           
             (B)
             in paragraph (2)(A), by striking  was suffered and all that follows through the period at the end and inserting  resulted from military sexual trauma.; and
          
        
         
           (2)
           by striking subsections (f) and (g) and inserting the following new subsection (f):
           
             
               (f)
               In this section:
               
                 (1)
                 The term  former member of the Armed Forces means a person who served on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, and who was discharged or released therefrom under any condition that is not—
                 
                   (A)
                   a discharge by court-martial, unless the Secretary determines an exception to the bar to benefits applies; or
                
                 
                   (B)
                   a discharge subject to a bar to benefits under section 5303 of this title.
                
              
               
                 (2)
                 The term  military sexual trauma means, with respect to a member of the Armed Forces or former member of the Armed Forces, a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment which occurred while the member or former member was serving on duty, regardless of duty status or line of duty determination (as that term is used in section 12323 of title 10).
              
               
                 (3)
                 The term  sexual harassment means unsolicited verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature which is threatening in character.
              
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         302.
         Connection to veterans health administration when a disability claim related to military sexual trauma is submitted to veterans benefits administration
         
           (a)
           In general
           Not later than 14 days after the date on which a veteran submits a claim for disability compensation to the Veterans Benefits Administration for a disability related to military sexual trauma, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall send a communication to the veteran with the following information:
           
             (1)
             The contact information for the nearest military sexual trauma coordinator for the veteran at the Veterans Benefits Administration and a description of the assistance such coordinator can provide.
          
           
             (2)
             The contact information for the nearest military sexual trauma coordinator for the veteran at the Veterans Health Administration and a description of the assistance such coordinator can provide.
          
           
             (3)
             The types of services that individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma are eligible to receive from the Department of Veterans Affairs, including the nearest locations, including the nearest Vet Center, and the contact information for such services. 
          
           
             (4)
             The contact information for the Veterans Crisis Line established under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United States Code.
          
           
             (5)
             Such other information on services, care, or resources for military sexual trauma as the Secretary determines appropriate.
          
        
         
           (b)
           Definitions
           In this section: 
           
             (1)
             Military sexual trauma
             The term  military sexual trauma—
             
               (A)
               with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301; and
            
             
               (B)
               with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a). 
            
          
           
             (2)
             Vet center
             The term  Vet Center has the meaning given that term in section 1712A(h) of title 38, United States Code.
          
        
      
       
         303.
         Care relating to military sexual trauma for individuals who withdraw from or otherwise do not complete service at service academies
         
           (a)
           In general
           The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in coordination with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Secretary of Transportation, shall ensure that each individual who withdraws from, or otherwise does not complete service at, a service academy is provided—
           
             (1)
             information on the potential eligibility of such individual for care and counseling relating to military sexual trauma provided through the Department of Veterans Affairs; and
          
           
             (2)
             the option to receive copies of—
             
               (A)
               the individual's service treatment records or military personnel records that document military sexual trauma;
            
             
               (B)
               reporting forms of the Department of Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, or the Department of Transportation on sexual assault or sexual harassment for which the individual was the victim; and
            
             
               (C)
               any investigative reports into military sexual trauma that occurred during the individual's service in the Armed Forces and for which the individual was the victim. 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Definitions
           In this section: 
           
             (1)
             Military sexual trauma
             The term  military sexual trauma—
             
               (A)
               with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301; and
            
             
               (B)
               with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a). 
            
          
           
             (2)
             Service academy
             The term  service academy means any of the following: 
             
               (A)
               The United States Military Academy. 
            
             
               (B)
               The United States Naval Academy. 
            
             
               (C)
               The United States Air Force Academy. 
            
             
               (D)
               The United States Coast Guard Academy. 
            
             
               (E)
               The United States Merchant Marine Academy.
            
          
        
      
    
  
   
     
       1.
       Short title; table of contents
       
         (a)
         Short title
         This Act may be cited as the   Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025.
      
       
         (b)
         Table of contents
         The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
         
           Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
           TITLE I—Defining military sexual trauma
           Sec. 101. Report on military sexual trauma in the digital age.
           TITLE II—Disability compensation and claims processing
           Sec. 201. Definition of military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 202. Conforming changes relating to specialized teams to evaluate claims involving military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 203. Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 204. Choice of location of Department of Veterans Affairs medical examination for assessment of claims for compensation relating to disability resulting from military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 205. Communications from the Department of Veterans Affairs to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 206. Study on training and processing relating to claims for disability compensation relating to military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 207. Annual special focus review of claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 208. Workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma.
           Sec. 209. Military sexual trauma claims performance dashboard.
           TITLE III—Access to health care
           Sec. 301. Expansion of eligibility for counseling and treatment for military sexual trauma to include all former members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces.
           Sec. 302. Connection to Veterans Health Administration when a disability claim related to military sexual trauma is submitted to Veterans Benefits Administration.
           Sec. 303. Care relating to military sexual trauma for individuals who withdraw from or otherwise do not complete service at service academies.
        
      
    
     
       I
       Defining military sexual trauma
       
         101.
         Report on military sexual trauma in the digital age
         
           (a)
           Report required
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on military sexual trauma in the digital age.
        
         
           (b)
           Requirements
           The report required under subsection (a) shall include the following:
           
             (1)
             A comprehensive evaluation and assessment of current Department of Veterans Affairs statutes, regulations, and agency guidance relating to military sexual trauma for the purposes of access to health care under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code, and compensation under chapter 11 of such title to identify—
             
               (A)
               gaps in coverage for health care and compensation eligibility relating to military sexual trauma involving online or other technological communications; and
            
             
               (B)
               the feasibility and advisability of expanding health care and compensation for trauma that is nonsexual in nature involving online or other technological communications. 
            
          
           
             (2)
             Recommendations for revising statutes, regulations, and agency guidance in response to the evaluation and assessment under paragraph (1).
          
        
         
           (c)
           Consultation
           
             (1)
             In general
             In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall consult veterans service organizations and such other stakeholders as the Secretary considers relevant and appropriate.
          
           
             (2)
             Relation to FACA
             Chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code, shall not apply to paragraph (1).
          
        
         
           (d)
           Military sexual trauma defined
           In this section, the term  military sexual trauma—
           
             (1)
             with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301; and
          
           
             (2)
             with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a).
          
        
      
    
     
       II
       Disability compensation and claims processing
       
         201.
         Definition of military sexual trauma
         In this title, the term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a).
      
       
         202.
         Conforming changes relating to specialized teams to evaluate claims involving military sexual trauma
         Section 1166 of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
         
           (1)
           in subsection (a)(1), by striking  for compensation for a covered mental health condition and inserting  for compensation for a condition, which may include a covered mental health condition,; and
        
         
           (2)
           by amending subsection (d) to read as follows:
           
             
               (d)
               Definitions
               In this section, the terms  covered mental health condition and  military sexual trauma have the meanings given those terms in section 1166A(i) of this title.
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         203.
         Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Subchapter VI of chapter 11 of such title is amended by inserting after section 1166 the following new section:
           
             
               1166A.
               Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma
               
                 (a)
                 In general
                 
                   (1)
                   In the case of any veteran who claims that a covered mental health condition based on military sexual trauma was incurred in or aggravated by active military, naval, air, or space service, the Secretary shall consider the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     A diagnosis of such mental health condition by a mental health professional.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     A link, established by medical evidence, between current symptoms and a military sexual trauma.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Credible corroborating evidence, in accordance with subsections (b) and (c), that the claimed military sexual trauma occurred.
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The reasons for granting or denying service-connection in each case described in paragraph (1) shall be recorded in full. 
                
              
               
                 (b)
                 Nonmilitary sources of evidence
                 
                   (1)
                   For purposes of subsection (a), evidence from sources other than official records of the Department of Defense regarding the veteran's active military, naval, air, or space service may corroborate the veteran's account of the trauma. 
                
                 
                   (2)
                   Examples of evidence described in paragraph (1) include the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Records from law enforcement authorities, rape crisis centers, mental health counseling centers, hospitals, and physicians.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Pregnancy tests and tests for sexually transmitted diseases.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Statements from family members, roommates, other members of the Armed Forces or veterans, and clergy.
                  
                
              
               
                 (c)
                 Evidence of behavior changes
                 
                   (1)
                   For purposes of subsection (a), evidence of a behavior change following military sexual trauma is one type of relevant evidence that may be found in sources described in such subsection.
                
                 
                   (2)
                   Examples of behavior changes that may be relevant evidence of military sexual trauma include the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     A request for a transfer to another military duty assignment.
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Deterioration in work performance.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     Substance abuse or substance use disorder.
                  
                   
                     (D)
                     Episodes of depression, panic attacks, or anxiety without an identifiable cause.
                  
                   
                     (E)
                     Unexplained economic or social behavior changes.
                  
                
              
               
                 (d)
                 Notice and opportunity To supply evidence
                 The Secretary may not deny a claim of a veteran for compensation under this chapter for a covered mental health condition that is based on military sexual trauma without first—
                 
                   (1)
                   advising the veteran that evidence described in subsections (b) and (c) may constitute credible corroborating evidence of the military sexual trauma; and
                
                 
                   (2)
                   allowing the veteran an opportunity to furnish such corroborating evidence or advise the Secretary of potential sources of such evidence.
                
              
               
                 (e)
                 Review of evidence
                 In reviewing a claim for compensation described in subsection (a)(1), for any evidence identified as part of such claim that is described in subsection (b) or (c), the Secretary shall submit such evidence to such medical or mental health professional as the Secretary considers appropriate, including clinical and counseling experts employed by the Department, to obtain an opinion as to whether the evidence indicates that a military sexual trauma occurred.
              
               
                 (f)
                 Point of contact
                 The Secretary shall ensure that each document provided to a veteran relating to a claim for compensation described in subsection (a)(1) includes contact information for an appropriate point of contact with the Department.
              
               
                 (g)
                 Specialized teams
                 The Secretary shall ensure that all claims for compensation described in subsection (a)(1) are reviewed and processed by a specialized team established under section 1166 of this title.
              
               
                 (h)
                 Rule of construction regarding application to nonsexual personal assault
                 The Secretary shall not construe this section as supplanting the standard of proof or evidence required for claims for post-traumatic stress disorder based on nonsexual personal assault, which the Secretary shall continue to define in regulation. 
              
               
                 (i)
                 Definitions
                 In this section: 
                 
                   (1)
                   The term  covered mental health condition means post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, depression, or other mental health diagnosis that the Secretary determines to be related to military sexual trauma and which may be service-connected under section 1110 of this title.
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The term  mental health professional means a provider in the field of mental health who meets the credential, licensure, education, and training requirements established by the Secretary.
                
                 
                   (3)
                   The term  military sexual trauma means, with respect to a veteran, a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment that occurred while the veteran was serving in the active military, naval, air, or space service.
                
              
            
             .
          
        
         
           (b)
           Outreach
           
             (1)
             In general
             Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall implement, with input from the veteran community, an informative outreach program for veterans regarding the standard of proof for evaluation of claims relating to military sexual trauma, including requirements for a medical examination and opinion.
          
           
             (2)
             Targeted outreach
             In implementing the program under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, target outreach to veterans who submitted a claim relating to military sexual trauma that was denied.
          
        
         
           (c)
           Clerical amendment
           The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 11 of such title is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 1166 the following new item:
           
             
               1166A. Evaluation of claims involving military sexual trauma.
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         204.
         Choice of location of Department of Veterans Affairs medical examination for assessment of claims for compensation relating to disability resulting from military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Section 1165 of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
           
             (1)
             in the section heading, by inserting   and location of medical examination after   examiner; 
          
           
             (2)
             in subsection (a), by striking  a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment and inserting  military sexual trauma (as defined in section 1166A(i) of this title); 
          
           
             (3)
             by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection (d); and
          
           
             (4)
             by inserting after subsection (b) the following new subsection (c): 
             
               
                 (c)
                 Choice of examination location
                 The Secretary shall ensure that a veteran who requires a medical examination in support of a claim described in subsection (a) may request that the medical examination take place at a medical facility of the Department by a qualified employee of the Department rather than at a location designated by a contractor of the Department that performs such examinations on behalf of the Department.
              
               .
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Clerical amendment
           The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 11 of such title is amended by striking the item relating to section 1165 and inserting the following new item: 
           
             
               1165. Choice of sex of medical examiner and location of medical examination for certain disabilities.
            
             . 
          
        
      
       
         205.
         Communications from the Department of Veterans Affairs to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Review workgroup
           
             (1)
             In general
             The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a workgroup to review correspondence relating to military sexual trauma. 
          
           
             (2)
             Membership
             The workgroup established under paragraph (1) shall be composed of members who shall be appointed by the Secretary from among employees of the Department of Veterans Affairs who are experts in military sexual trauma and mental health, of whom—
             
               (A)
               one or more shall be appointed from among mental health providers of the Veterans Health Administration; 
            
             
               (B)
               one or more shall be appointed from among experts on sexual assault and sexual harassment of the Veterans Benefits Administration; and 
            
             
               (C)
               one or more shall be appointed from among experts on sexual assault and sexual harassment of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. 
            
          
           
             (3)
             Duties
             The workgroup established under paragraph (1) shall—
             
               (A)
               review standard correspondence, which may include templates for notices under sections 5103, 5104, 5104B, and 7104 of title 38, United States Code, from the Department to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma for sensitivity; and
            
             
               (B)
               ensure that the correspondence— 
               
                 (i)
                 treats such individuals with dignity and respect; and 
              
               
                 (ii)
                 does not re-traumatize such individuals.
              
            
          
           
             (4)
             Individual who has experienced military sexual trauma defined
             In this subsection, the term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
             
               (A)
               an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, relating to military sexual trauma; 
            
             
               (B)
               a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
            
             
               (C)
               a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Contents of certain written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
           
             (1)
             Notice to claimants of required information and evidence
             Section 5103 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (c)
                 Written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (v)
                       The Readjustment Counseling Service location closest to where the individual resides. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Readjustment Counseling Service location described in subparagraph (A)(v).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (2)
             Decisions and notices of decisions
             Section 5104 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (e)
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Readjustment Counseling Service location closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Readjustment Counseling Service location described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (3)
             Higher-level review by the agency of original jurisdiction
             Section 5104B of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection:
             
               
                 (f)
                 Written communications to individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma includes each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Readjustment Counseling Service location closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Readjustment Counseling Service location described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title.
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
           
             (4)
             Board of Veterans’ Appeals
             Section 7104 of title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
             
               
                 (g)
                 
                   (1)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma include each of the following:
                   
                     (A)
                     Contact information for each of the following: 
                     
                       (i)
                       The military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Health Administration.
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       The Veterans Crisis Line.
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       The facility of the Veterans Health Administration closest to where the individual resides.
                    
                     
                       (iv)
                       The Readjustment Counseling Service location closest to where the individual resides. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     Information on the eligibility of the individual for services provided through the Readjustment Counseling Service location described in subparagraph (A)(iv).
                  
                
                 
                   (2)
                   The Secretary shall ensure that any written communication under this section from the Department to an individual who has experienced military sexual trauma that includes notification of an award of compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma includes—
                   
                     (A)
                      the contact information described in paragraph (1); and 
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     the contact information for the military sexual trauma coordinator of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
                  
                
                 
                   (3)
                   In this subsection: 
                   
                     (A)
                     The term  individual who has experienced military sexual trauma means—
                     
                       (i)
                       an individual who has filed a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of this title relating to military sexual trauma;
                    
                     
                       (ii)
                       a veteran who has been awarded compensation under such chapter relating to military sexual trauma; or 
                    
                     
                       (iii)
                       a member of the Armed Forces (including a member of the National Guard or Reserves), a former member of the Armed Forces, or a veteran who is receiving care from the Department relating to military sexual trauma. 
                    
                  
                   
                     (B)
                     The term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given that term in section 1166A(i) of this title. 
                  
                   
                     (C)
                     The term  Veterans Crisis Line means the toll-free hotline for veterans established under section 1720F(h) of this title.
                  
                
              
               .
            
          
        
      
       
         206.
         Study on training and processing relating to claims for disability compensation relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Study required
           The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall conduct a study on—
           
             (1)
             the quality of training provided to personnel of the Department of Veterans Affairs who review claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma; and 
          
           
             (2)
             the quality of the procedures of the Department for reviewing the accuracy of the processing of such claims. 
          
        
         
           (b)
           Elements
           The study required by subsection (a) shall include the following: 
           
             (1)
             With respect to the quality of training described in paragraph (1) of such subsection: 
             
               (A)
               Whether the Department ensures personnel complete such training on time. 
            
             
               (B)
               Whether the training has resulted in improvements to the processing of claims described in such subsection and issue-based accuracy.
            
             
               (C)
               Such recommendations as the Secretary may have for improving the training. 
            
          
           
             (2)
             With respect to the quality of procedures described in paragraph (2) of such subsection: 
             
               (A)
               Whether the procedures of the Department for reviewing the accuracy of the processing of claims described in such subsection comport with generally accepted statistical methodologies to ensure reasonable accuracy of such reviews.
            
             
               (B)
               Whether such procedures adequately include mechanisms to correct errors found in such reviews.
            
             
               (C)
               A summary of quality assurance reviews and reports conducted as part of such procedures.
            
             
               (D)
               Such recommendations as the Secretary may have for improving such procedures. 
            
          
        
         
           (c)
           Report required
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report detailing the findings of the Secretary with respect to the study conducted under subsection (a). 
        
      
       
         207.
         Annual special focus review of claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           Annual special focus review
           
             (1)
             In general
             Each year, the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department of Veterans Affairs shall conduct a special focus review on the accuracy of the processing of claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma. 
          
           
             (2)
             Elements
             Each review conducted under paragraph (1) shall include a review of the following: 
             
               (A)
               A statistically significant, nationally representative sample of all claims for benefits under the laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating to military sexual trauma filed during the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in which the report is submitted.
            
             
               (B)
               The accuracy of each decision made with respect to each claim described in subparagraph (A). 
            
             
               (C)
               The types of benefit entitlement errors found, disaggregated by category.
            
             
               (D)
               Trends from year to year.
            
             
               (E)
               Training completion rates for personnel of the Department who process claims described in paragraph (1). 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Reprocessing of claims
           If the Under Secretary finds, pursuant to a special focus review conducted under subsection (a)(1), that an error was made with respect to the entitlement of a veteran to a benefit under the laws administered by the Secretary, the Secretary shall return the relevant claim of the veteran to the appropriate office of the Department for reprocessing to ensure that the veteran receives an accurate decision with respect to the claim. 
        
         
           (c)
           Report
           Section 5501(b) of the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–315; 134 Stat. 5048) is amended—
           
             (1)
             in paragraph (1), by striking  through 2027 and inserting  until the date described in section 207(d) of the  Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025; and
          
           
             (2)
             in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the following new subparagraph: 
             
               
                 (I)
                 The findings of the most recent special focus review conducted under subsection (a)(1) of section 207 of the  Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025, including— 
                 
                   (i)
                   the elements under subsection (a)(2) of such section; 
                
                 
                   (ii)
                   the number of claims returned for reprocessing under subsection (b) of such section; and
                
                 
                   (iii)
                   the number of claims described in clause (ii) for which the decision relating to service-connection or entitlement to compensation changed as a result of reprocessing the claim.
                
              
               .
            
          
        
         
           (d)
           Sunset
           On the date that the Under Secretary determines, pursuant to special focus reviews conducted under paragraph (1) of subsection (a), that the accuracy rates under paragraph (2)(B) of such subsection have been 95 percent or greater for five consecutive years, subsection (a)(1) shall cease to be in effect. 
        
      
       
         208.
         Workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma
         
           (a)
           In general
           Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a workgroup on medical examinations for claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, for disabilities relating to military sexual trauma (in this section referred to as the  workgroup). 
        
         
           (b)
           Membership
           The workgroup shall be composed of the following: 
           
             (1)
             Staff of the operations center for military sexual trauma of the Department of Veterans Affairs who have experience reviewing the quality of medical examinations in support of claims for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.
          
           
             (2)
             Staff of the Medical Disability Examination Office of the Department.
          
           
             (3)
             Veterans service officers who have experience with claims described in subsection (a).
          
           
             (4)
             Medical examiners who have experience with such claims. 
          
           
             (5)
             Staff of the Veterans Experience Office of the Department.
          
           
             (6)
             Such other individuals as the Secretary considers appropriate.
          
        
         
           (c)
           Duties
           Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Workgroup shall—
           
             (1)
             review the quality of medical examinations described in subsection (a); 
          
           
             (2)
             review the feasibility of minimizing re-examinations for conditions relating to military sexual trauma; and
          
           
             (3)
             submit to the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary recommendations on how to—
             
               (A)
               eliminate re-traumatization of individuals who file claims described in subsection (a); and 
            
             
               (B)
               reduce the overdevelopment of such claims.
            
          
        
         
           (d)
           Report
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report that includes the following:
           
             (1)
             The views of the workgroup on efforts by the Department to eliminate re-traumatization of individuals who file claims described in subsection (a).
          
           
             (2)
             Legislative proposals to improve the experience of such individuals in pursuing such claims.
          
           
             (3)
             The recommendations submitted under subsection (c)(3). 
          
           
             (4)
             The plan of the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary to implement such recommendations.
          
        
         
           (e)
           Review and implementation
           Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary for Benefits of the Department and the Secretary shall—
           
             (1)
             review the recommendations submitted under subsection (c)(3); and 
          
           
             (2)
             implement the recommendations that, as determined by the Under Secretary and the Secretary, would improve the claims process for individuals who file claims described in subsection (a).
          
        
      
       
         209.
         Military sexual trauma claims performance dashboard
         
           (a)
           Establishment
           The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish an interactive performance dashboard displaying information about claims relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary.
        
         
           (b)
           Elements
           The dashboard established pursuant to subsection (a) shall cover the following:
           
             (1)
             Claims relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary that have been submitted, completed, or appealed, including appeals pending at the agency of jurisdiction and at the Board of Veterans' Appeals.
          
           
             (2)
             For comparison purposes with paragraph (1), claims not relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary that have been submitted, completed, or appealed.
          
           
             (3)
             Overall, cumulative information relating to claims relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary, including the following:
             
               (A)
               Average number of days a claim is pending review.
            
             
               (B)
               Average number of days for completed adjudication.
            
             
               (C)
               Total number of pending claims, disaggregated by whether the claims have been partially adjudicated or not adjudicated at all.
            
             
               (D)
               Total number of claims completely adjudicated.
            
             
               (E)
               Of the number specified in subparagraph (D), the percentage that were approved, denied, or appealed.
            
          
           
             (4)
             The total number of claims relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary.
          
           
             (5)
             The methods used for submittal of claims relating to military sexual trauma to the Secretary for benefits under laws administered by the Secretary.
          
           
             (6)
             The most frequent reasons the Secretary denies a claim relating to military sexual trauma submitted to the Secretary for a benefit under a law administered by the Secretary.
          
           
             (7)
             The most frequent conditions or disabilities for which a claim relating to military sexual trauma is denied.
          
           
             (8)
             The most frequent conditions or disabilities for which a claim relating to military sexual trauma is submitted to the Secretary for disability compensation under chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code, including the grant rate for such contentions.
          
        
         
           (c)
           Additional resource information
           The Secretary shall make available via the performance dashboard established pursuant to subsection (a) the following information:
           
             (1)
             Veterans Crisis Line contact information.
          
           
             (2)
             Information regarding the availability of services from military sexual trauma coordinators of the Veterans Health Administration.
          
           
             (3)
             Information regarding the availability of services from military sexual trauma coordinators of the Veterans Benefits Administration.
          
           
             (3)
             Information on availability of specialized care, services, and benefits from the Department for individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma.
          
           
             (4)
             Such additional information as the Secretary considers appropriate.
          
        
         
           (d)
           Availability
           The Secretary shall ensure that the dashboard established pursuant to subsection (a) is available to the public from the website of the Department of Veterans Affairs and is updated not less frequently than once every 30 days.
        
         
           (e)
           Reporting requirements
           
             (1)
             Not later than 2 years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report detailing—
             
               (A)
               the annual cost to implement the dashboard required by subsection (a);
            
             
               (B)
               areas for improvement of the dashboard; and
            
             
               (C)
               such additional information as the Secretary considers appropriate.
            
          
           
             (2)
             Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall commence providing, on a quarterly basis, to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a quarterly briefing on the Department’s processing of military sexual trauma-related claims.
          
        
         
           (f)
           Definition
           In this section, the term  military sexual trauma has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a).
        
      
    
     
       III
       Access to health care
       
         301.
         Expansion of eligibility for counseling and treatment for military sexual trauma to include all former members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces
         Section 1720D of title 38, United States Code, is amended—
         
           (1)
           in subsection (a)—
           
             (A)
             in paragraph (1), by striking  a physical assault and all that follows through the period at the end and inserting  military sexual trauma.; and
          
           
             (B)
             in paragraph (2)(A), by striking  was suffered and all that follows through the period at the end and inserting  resulted from military sexual trauma.; and
          
        
         
           (2)
           by striking subsections (f) and (g) and inserting the following new subsection (f):
           
             
               (f)
               In this section:
               
                 (1)
                 The term  former member of the Armed Forces means a person who served on active duty, active duty for training, or inactive duty training, and who was discharged or released therefrom under any condition that is not—
                 
                   (A)
                   a discharge by court-martial, unless the Secretary determines an exception to the bar to benefits applies; or
                
                 
                   (B)
                   a discharge subject to a bar to benefits under section 5303 of this title.
                
              
               
                 (2)
                 The term  military sexual trauma means, with respect to a member of the Armed Forces or former member of the Armed Forces, a physical assault of a sexual nature, battery of a sexual nature, or sexual harassment which occurred while the member or former member was serving on duty, regardless of duty status or line of duty determination (as that term is used in section 12323 of title 10).
              
               
                 (3)
                 The term  sexual harassment means unsolicited verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature which is threatening in character.
              
            
             .
          
        
      
       
         302.
         Connection to Veterans Health Administration when a disability claim related to military sexual trauma is submitted to Veterans Benefits Administration
         Section 2 of the MST Claims Coordination Act (Public Law 117–303; 38 U.S.C. 1166 note) is amended—
         
           (1)
           in subsection (a)(1)—
           
             (A)
             in subparagraph (C), by striking  ; and and inserting a semicolon; and
          
           
             (B)
             by striking subparagraph (D) and inserting the following:
             
               
                 (D)
                 the contact information for the nearest military sexual trauma coordinator for the veteran at the Veterans Benefits Administration and a description of the assistance such coordinator can provide;
              
               
                 (E)
                 the contact information for the nearest military sexual trauma coordinator for the veteran at the Veterans Health Administration and a description of the assistance such coordinator can provide;
              
               
                 (F)
                 the types of services that individuals who have experienced military sexual trauma are eligible to receive from the Department of Veterans Affairs, such as mental health counseling from providers trained in military sexual trauma issues and peer support services, including the nearest locations where such services are furnished, including the nearest Readjustment Counseling Service location, and the contact information for the providers of such services; and
              
               
                 (G)
                 such other information on services, care, or resources for military sexual trauma as the Secretary determines appropriate.
              
               ; and
            
          
        
         
           (2)
           in subsection (d)—
           
             (A)
             in paragraph (3)—
             
               (i)
               in subparagraph (B), by striking  ; and and inserting a semicolon;
            
             
               (ii)
               in subparagraph (C), by striking the period and inserting  ; and; and
            
             
               (iii)
               by adding at the end the following:
               
                 
                   (D)
                   submitting a claim for disability compensation to the Veterans Benefits Administration for a disability relating to military sexual trauma.
                
                 ; and
              
            
          
           
             (B)
             by amending paragraph (5) to read as follows:
             
               
                 (5)
                 The term  military sexual trauma—
                 
                   (A)
                   with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code; and
                
                 
                   (B)
                   with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of such title.
                
              
               .
            
          
        
      
       
         303.
         Care relating to military sexual trauma for individuals who withdraw from or otherwise do not complete service at service academies
         
           (a)
           In general
           The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in coordination with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Secretary of Transportation, shall ensure that each individual who withdraws from, or otherwise does not complete service at, a service academy is provided—
           
             (1)
             information on the potential eligibility of such individual for care and counseling relating to military sexual trauma provided through the Department of Veterans Affairs; and
          
           
             (2)
             the option to receive copies of—
             
               (A)
               the individual's service treatment records or military personnel records that document military sexual trauma;
            
             
               (B)
               reporting forms of the Department of Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, or the Department of Transportation on sexual assault or sexual harassment for which the individual was the victim; and
            
             
               (C)
               any investigative reports into military sexual trauma that occurred during the individual's service in the Armed Forces and for which the individual was the victim, which are in the possession of the Department of Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, or the Department of Transportation. 
            
          
        
         
           (b)
           Definitions
           In this section: 
           
             (1)
             Military sexual trauma
             The term  military sexual trauma—
             
               (A)
               with respect to eligibility for health care, has the meaning given such term in section 1720D(f) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 301; and
            
             
               (B)
               with respect to eligibility for compensation, has the meaning given such term in section 1166A(i) of title 38, United States Code, as added by section 203(a). 
            
          
           
             (2)
             Service academy
             The term  service academy means any of the following: 
             
               (A)
               The United States Military Academy. 
            
             
               (B)
               The United States Naval Academy. 
            
             
               (C)
               The United States Air Force Academy. 
            
             
               (D)
               The United States Coast Guard Academy. 
            
             
               (E)
               The United States Merchant Marine Academy.
            
          
        
      
    
  


