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To extend and modify the transportation grant program of the Department 

of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 4, 2025 

Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mr. KING, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. ROUNDS, and Mr. 

JUSTICE) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred 

to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

lllllllll (legislative day, lllllllll), lll 

Reported by llllllllll , with an amendment 

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic] 

A BILL 
To extend and modify the transportation grant program of 

the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting Rural Vet-4

erans Access to Healthcare Services Act’’. 5
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SEC. 2. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF TRANSPOR-1

TATION GRANT PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT 2

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 3

Section 307 of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus 4

Health Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 38 5

U.S.C. 1710 note) is amended— 6

(1) in subsection (a)— 7

(A) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 8

the following new subparagraphs: 9

‘‘(C) Tribal organizations. 10

‘‘(D) Native Hawaiian organizations.’’; 11

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘State 12

veterans service agency or veterans service or-13

ganization awarded’’ and inserting ‘‘recipient 14

of’’; and 15

(C) by amending paragraph (4) to read as 16

follows: 17

‘‘(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.— 18

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 19

subparagraph (B), the amount of a grant under 20

this section may not exceed $50,000. 21

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.—In the case 22

of a county that has more than five commu-23

nities that are off the road system, the amount 24

of a grant awarded with respect to that county 25

under this section may be increased by an 26
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amount not to exceed 50 percent of the amount 1

specified in subparagraph (A).’’; 2

(2) in subsection (c)— 3

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as 4

paragraph (4); and 5

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the 6

following new paragraphs: 7

‘‘(2) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The 8

term ‘Native Hawaiian organization’ has the mean-9

ing given that term in section 6207 of the Elemen-10

tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 11

U.S.C. 7517). 12

‘‘(3) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘Tribal 13

organization’ has the meaning given that term in 14

section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-15

cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).’’; and 16

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘$3,000,000 17

for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2022’’ and in-18

serting ‘‘such sums as may be necessary for each of 19

fiscal years 2025 through 2029’’. 20

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 21

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting Rural Vet-22

erans Access to Healthcare Services Act’’. 23
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SEC. 2. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF TRANSPOR-1

TATION GRANT PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT 2

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 3

Section 307 of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus 4

Health Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 38 5

U.S.C. 1710 note) is amended— 6

(1) in subsection (a)— 7

(A) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 8

the following new subparagraphs: 9

‘‘(C) Indian tribes. 10

‘‘(D) Tribal organizations. 11

‘‘(E) Native Hawaiian organizations. 12

‘‘(F) County veterans service organiza-13

tions.’’; 14

(B) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-15

ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘State vet-16

erans service agency or veterans service organi-17

zation awarded’’ and inserting ‘‘recipient of’’; 18

and 19

(C) by amending paragraph (4) to read as 20

follows: 21

‘‘(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.— 22

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 23

subparagraphs (B) and (C), the amount of a 24

grant under this section may not exceed $50,000. 25



5 

HEY25C46 8PK [COMMITTEE PRINT] S.L.C. 

‘‘(B) OFF-ROAD COMMUNITIES.—In the case 1

of a county that has more than five communities 2

that are off the road system, the amount of a 3

grant awarded with respect to that county under 4

this section may be increased by an amount not 5

to exceed 50 percent of the amount specified in 6

subparagraph (A). 7

‘‘(C) PURCHASING A VEHICLE.— 8

‘‘(i) AMOUNT.—The amount of a grant 9

awarded under this section to a recipient 10

may be increased by not more than $80,000 11

if the recipient is purchasing a vehicle to 12

comply with requirements under the Ameri-13

cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 14

U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) in carrying out this 15

section. 16

‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary 17

may prescribe limitations on the number of 18

vehicles purchased by each recipient under 19

this section.’’; 20

(2) by redesignating subsections (b) through (d) 21

as subsections (d) through (f), respectively; 22

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following 23

new subsections: 24

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL SERVICES.— 25
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‘‘(1) NEARBY RURAL AREAS.—In addition to 1

providing innovative transportation options to vet-2

erans in highly rural areas, a recipient of a grant 3

under this section may use amounts provided under 4

the grant to provide innovative transportation op-5

tions to veterans in nearby rural areas. 6

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.—A recipient of a grant under 7

this section shall prioritize the provision of innovative 8

transportation options to veterans in highly rural 9

areas, and shall demonstrate to the Secretary such 10

priority, and may only provide services under para-11

graph (1) to veterans in nearby rural areas if— 12

‘‘(A) it does not impede the services pro-13

vided to veterans in highly rural areas; and 14

‘‘(B) the grantee has excess capacity and re-15

sources available to provide such services to vet-16

erans in nearby rural areas. 17

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY OF PREVIOUS AREAS.—Areas eligible 18

for assistance under the grant program under this section 19

on the day before the date of the enactment of the Sup-20

porting Rural Veterans Access to Healthcare Services Act 21

shall remain eligible for such assistance on and after such 22

date of enactment.’’; 23

(4) in subsection (e), as redesignated by para-24

graph (2)— 25
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(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as 1

paragraph (5); and 2

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 3

the following: 4

‘‘(1) INDIAN TRIBE; TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The 5

terms ‘Indian tribe’ and ‘Tribal organization’ have 6

the meanings given those terms in section 4 of the In-7

dian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 8

Act (25 U.S.C. 5304). 9

‘‘(2) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The 10

term ‘Native Hawaiian organization’ has the mean-11

ing given that term in section 6207 of the Elementary 12

and Secondary Education Act f 1965 (20 U.S.C. 13

7517). 14

‘‘(3) NEARBY.—The term ‘nearby’, with respect 15

to a rural area, includes rural areas adjacent to a 16

highly rural area and rural areas geographically be-17

tween the highly rural area and the nearest Depart-18

ment of Veterans Affairs medical center. 19

‘‘(4) RURAL; HIGHLY RURAL.—The terms ‘rural’ 20

and ‘highly rural’ have the meanings given those 21

terms under the Rural-Urban Commuting Areas 22

(RUCA) coding system of the Department of Agri-23

culture.’’; and 24
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(5) in subsection (f), as redesignated by para-1

graph (2), by striking ‘‘$3,000,000 for each of fiscal 2

years 2010 through 2022’’ and inserting ‘‘such sums 3

as may be necessary’’. 4
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     A BILL
     To extend and modify the transportation grant program of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.
  
   
     
       1.
       Short title
       This Act may be cited as the   Supporting Rural Veterans Access to Healthcare Services Act.
    
     
       2.
       Extension and modification of transportation grant program of Department of Veterans Affairs
       Section 307 of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 38 U.S.C. 1710 note) is amended—
       
         (1)
         in subsection (a)—
         
           (A)
           in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the following new subparagraphs:
           
             
               (C)
               Tribal organizations.
            
             
               (D)
               Native Hawaiian organizations.
            
             ;
          
        
         
           (B)
           in paragraph (3), by striking  State veterans service agency or veterans service organization awarded and inserting  recipient of; and
        
         
           (C)
           by amending paragraph (4) to read as follows:
           
             
               (4)
               Maximum amount
               
                 (A)
                 In general
                 Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the amount of a grant under this section may not exceed $50,000.
              
               
                 (B)
                 Additional amount
                 In the case of a county that has more than five communities that are off the road system, the amount of a grant awarded with respect to that county under this section may be increased by an amount not to exceed 50 percent of the amount specified in subparagraph (A).
              
            
             ;
          
        
      
       
         (2)
         in subsection (c)—
         
           (A)
           by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (4); and
        
         
           (B)
           by inserting after paragraph (1) the following new paragraphs:
           
             
               (2)
               Native Hawaiian organization
               The term  Native Hawaiian organization has the meaning given that term in section 6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).
            
             
               (3)
               Tribal organization
               The term  Tribal organization has the meaning given that term in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).
            
             ; and
          
        
      
       
         (3)
         in subsection (d), by striking  $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2022 and inserting  such sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2025 through 2029. 
      
    
  
   
     
       1.
       Short title
       This Act may be cited as the   Supporting Rural Veterans Access to Healthcare Services Act.
    
     
       2.
       Extension and modification of transportation grant program of Department of Veterans Affairs
       Section 307 of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 38 U.S.C. 1710 note) is amended—
       
         (1)
         in subsection (a)—
         
           (A)
           in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the following new subparagraphs:
           
             
               (C)
               Indian tribes.
            
             
               (D)
               Tribal organizations.
            
             
               (E)
               Native Hawaiian organizations.
            
             
               (F)
               County veterans service organizations.
            
             ;
          
        
         
           (B)
           in paragraph (3), in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by striking  State veterans service agency or veterans service organization awarded and inserting  recipient of; and
        
         
           (C)
           by amending paragraph (4) to read as follows:
           
             
               (4)
               Maximum amount
               
                 (A)
                 In general
                 Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) and (C), the amount of a grant under this section may not exceed $50,000.
              
               
                 (B)
                 Off-road communities
                 In the case of a county that has more than five communities that are off the road system, the amount of a grant awarded with respect to that county under this section may be increased by an amount not to exceed 50 percent of the amount specified in subparagraph (A).
              
               
                 (C)
                 Purchasing a vehicle
                 
                   (i)
                   Amount
                   The amount of a grant awarded under this section to a recipient may be increased by not more than $80,000 if the recipient is purchasing a vehicle to comply with requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) in carrying out this section.
                
                 
                   (ii)
                   Limitations
                   The Secretary may prescribe limitations on the number of vehicles purchased by each recipient under this section.
                
              
            
             ;
          
        
      
       
         (2)
         by redesignating subsections (b) through (d) as subsections (d) through (f), respectively;
      
       
         (3)
         by inserting after subsection (a) the following new subsections:
         
           
             (b)
             Additional services
             
               (1)
               Nearby rural areas
               In addition to providing innovative transportation options to veterans in highly rural areas, a recipient of a grant under this section may use amounts provided under the grant to provide innovative transportation options to veterans in nearby rural areas.
            
             
               (2)
               Priority
               A recipient of a grant under this section shall prioritize the provision of innovative transportation options to veterans in highly rural areas, and shall demonstrate to the Secretary such priority, and may only provide services under paragraph (1) to veterans in nearby rural areas if—
               
                 (A)
                 it does not impede the services provided to veterans in highly rural areas; and
              
               
                 (B)
                 the grantee has excess capacity and resources available to provide such services to veterans in nearby rural areas.
              
            
          
           
             (c)
             Eligibility of previous areas
             Areas eligible for assistance under the grant program under this section on the day before the date of the enactment of the  Supporting Rural Veterans Access to Healthcare Services Act shall remain eligible for such assistance on and after such date of enactment.
          
           ;
        
      
       
         (4)
         in subsection (e), as redesignated by paragraph (2)—
         
           (A)
           by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (5); and
        
         
           (B)
           by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the following:
           
             
               (1)
               Indian tribe; Tribal organization
               The terms  Indian tribe and  Tribal organization have the meanings given those terms in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).
            
             
               (2)
               Native Hawaiian organization
               The term  Native Hawaiian organization has the meaning given that term in section 6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act f 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).
            
             
               (3)
               Nearby
               The term  nearby, with respect to a rural area, includes rural areas adjacent to a highly rural area and rural areas geographically between the highly rural area and the nearest Department of Veterans Affairs medical center.
            
             
               (4)
               Rural; highly rural
               The terms  rural and  highly rural have the meanings given those terms under the Rural-Urban Commuting Areas (RUCA) coding system of the Department of Agriculture.
            
             ; and
          
        
      
       
         (5)
         in subsection (f), as redesignated by paragraph (2), by striking  $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2022 and inserting  such sums as may be necessary.
      
    
  


