
 
 

 
 

The ETS Sponsorship Program 
2600 Virginia Ave NW B200 

Washington D.C. 20037 
 

September 7, 2020 
 

 
Senator Moran 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Moran, 
 
I am writing you to provide testimony for the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs hearing 
S.785: Leading the Way to Comprehensive Mental Health Care and Suicide Prevention for 
Veterans commencing on September 9, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. in Room 106 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 
 
The provisions in the bill that will reduce suicides among Veterans are found in Title II – Suicide 
Prevention. Veteran suicide can be reduced through community-based grant programs that 
award grants to eligible entities to provide or coordinate suicide prevention services to eligible 
individuals and their families.  
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The Expiration Term of Service Sponsorship Program (ETS-SP), modeled on in-service 
sponsorship programs familiar to the Veteran, has demonstrated the ability to assess the 
impact of such a community-based program on suicide risk factors (e.g., reintegration 
difficulties, social support) among post-9/11 veterans. The initial results have demonstrated the 
effectiveness of the ETS-SP and have facilitated the expansion of the program to eight states. 
This work continues with the Governor’s Challenges to Prevent Suicide Among Service Members, 
Veterans, and their Families and other key stakeholders. The ETS-SP template can be replicated 
and grant-supported locally. 
 
Veterans face the highest risk of suicide during their first year after exiting military service, in 
part due to reintegration difficulties such as finding housing and employment. The ETS-SP 
connects transitioning service members before they become Veterans to VA-certified sponsors 
and community services in their post-military hometowns to address the reintegration 
difficulties that contribute to suicide risk.  
 
The ETS-SP unifies on these mutually-reinforcing ingredients: 
 

● pre-transition service member-sponsor interaction grounded in service member consent 
 

● destination-community sponsors that are supported by local collaborative organizations 
anchored in government, specifically at county level.  

 
The ETS-SP has developed a technology platform that connects and compliments service 
member/Veteran-sponsor interaction. Through application of this framework –  a framework 
that is applied uniquely to service members/Veterans, sponsors, and community collaboratives 
– the ETS-SP is better able to understand the challenges faced by the transitioning service 
members and thereby mitigate the risks of suicide.  
 
     Sincerely, 

 
     
     William H. Buck 

Director 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Attachment A- ETS-SP Regional Sponsor Coordinator Example  
Attachment B- Enrollment Procedures  
Attachment C- Service Member Dashboard and Profile 
 
cc: The Honorable Jon Tester 
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Attachment A - ETS-SP Regional Sponsor Coordinator Example 

 

 
 
Local Collaborative Example Key 
 

 
Lead: Bexar County Military & Veterans Service Center 

  

   
 

America’s Warrior 
Partnership 

Texas Health and  
Human Services 

Texas Veterans 
Commission 

Alamo Area Council  
Of Governments 

 
(continues on next page) 
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City of San Antonio United Way Military Health Advisory 
Board - SA, TX 

Texas Workforce 
Commission 

 

 
   

Army Soldier For Life 
Programs 

Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

VISN17 
Center of Excellence 

Civilian Aides to the 
Secretary of the Army 

 
Note: the Army is the DoD Expert Agent for the first ETS-SP pilots. 

 

Attachment B - Enrollment Procedures 
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Attachment C - Service Member Dashboard and Profile 

 


