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Chairman Isakson, Ranking Member Tester, and other distinguished members of the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs:

On behalf of the Connecticut Veterans Legal Center (CVLC), thank you for the opportunity to
provide a statement in support of S. 1072, the Homeless Veterans Prevention Act of 2017, as part
of today’s hearing. CVLC strongly supports passage of S. 1072, which includes critical
provisions to address the urgent nature of veterans’ legal needs in Section 3 of the bill
(“PARTNERSHIPS WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ENTITIES TO PROVIDE LEGAL
SERVICES TO HOMELESS VETERANS AND VETERANS AT RISK OF
HOMELESSNESS”).

CVLC is a civil legal aid organization that provides free legal services to low-income veterans
recovering from homelessness, mental illness and substance abuse. In 2009, CVLC started the
first medical-legal partnership in the country to integrate free legal help into care for veterans.
This model creates interdisciplinary teams of medical providers and lawyers working shoulder-
to-shoulder to resolve legal issues that destabilize veterans’ housing, health care, income and
family relationships.

To date, CVLC has helped over 3,012 veterans across Connecticut achieve their legal goals. The
Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA) recognized this path-breaking partnership with its
National Community Partnership Award in 2015.

According to the VA’s annual CHALENG survey, homeless veterans clamor for legal help. In
the 2017 CHALENG report, legal assistance in five areas (eviction/foreclosure, child support,
restore driver’s license, outstanding warrants/fines, and discharge upgrades) were five of the top
eleven unmet needs of homeless veterans. Homeless veterans rank these legal needs as less likely
to be met than their needs for permanent, transitional, or emergency housing. Legal needs
similarly dominated the CHALENG survey in other recent years.

CVLC’s client Mr. LaPointe provides a powerful example of how addressing these unmet needs
helps end veteran homelessness. Mr. LaPointe, who had suffered for decades from
schizophrenia, got a notice of eviction after the social security checks that paid his rent stopped
coming. He tried to solve the problem himself by driving a cab, but couldn’t make ends meet.
Homeless and desperate he looked for help. Connecticut VA helped him get into housing he
could afford and referred him to CVLC to help him improve the stability and security of his
income so he could stay housed. CVLC argued successfully to get his Social Security reinstated,
and got him 100% service connection after thirty years of unsuccessful applications. “All my
anxiety left. My depression left. They gave me hope again,” Mr. LaPointe says of his medical-
legal team.

As Mr. LaPointe experienced, resolving legal needs improves veterans’ mental health and
reduces homelessness. According to research recently published in Health Affairs by CVLC and
its research partners, veterans who received legal representation integrated with VA care showed
significant reductions in homelessness, substance abuse, and symptoms of posttraumatic stress



disorder and other mental health issues, along with increased income. The study, which was
funded by Bristol Myers-Squibb Foundation, enrolled 950 veterans between 2014 and 2016
across two states. The typical legal intervention studied only cost between $207 and $405 — a
small amount relative to the annual costs of providing medical care for the chronically homeless
and mentally ill.

The legal community has responded to the legal needs of veterans by opening over 140 clinics in
VA facilities. VA leadership nationally and locally has embraced the mission of these clinics
resulting in continued demand and growth. VA visibility and interest in these innovative,
public/private strategies have led to the establishment of a VA working group focused on
building medical-legal partnerships, as well as an internal blog post by the VA Secretary in
support of this work.

Unfortunately, the capacity of existing legal aid programs, including CVLC, pales in comparison
to the scope of the problem. Many legal programs serving veterans are volunteer-only, providing
advice once a month on a limited number of legal topics. Most importantly, few if any veterans
in rural areas have any access to legal help at all. Given that the number of homeless veterans has
recently increased after years of significant decline, Section 3 of the Homeless Veterans
Prevention Act of 2017 provides an urgently needed, cost-effective way to reduce homelessness
and improve mental health for veterans everywhere.

CVLC applauds the Committee’s leadership in considering this important legislation to address
the legal needs of our nation’s veterans. Again, thank you for the opportunity to share our views
in support of S. 1072, and please do not hesitate to contact us if we may provide any additional
information or assistance.

Sincerely,

Cinthia Johnson

Interim Executive Director
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center
114 Boston Post Rd., 2" Floor
West Haven, CT 06516
203-433-2852
cjohnson@ctveteranslegal.org
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July 23, 2018

The Honorable Johnny Isakson The Honorable Jon Tester
Chairman Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs U.S. Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs

Dear Chairman Isakson and Ranking Member Tester,

We write collectively on behalf of the undersigned non-profit veterans legal clinics, including law
school clinics, medical-legal partnerships, and others who provide legal aid to veterans on a wide range of
matters. We respectfully urge you to ensure the VA provision of funding for veterans’ legal services
through the Homeless Veterans Prevention Act of 2017.

There is no question that the existing resources to support veteran access to legal resources are
insufficient and leaves vulnerable veterans without critical legal resources to ensure their well-being.
Indeed, the VA’s annual survey of homeless veterans and service providers cites legal problems as a key
factor in persistent homelessness for veterans. Public interest and pro bono attorneys assist veterans in a
variety of ways to improve their mental and physical health and quality of life. We act to prevent
unnecessary evictions that contribute to the crisis of veteran homelessness, and stabilize veterans’
incomes through representation in VA benefits and other legal matters. Compared to the civilian
population, veterans are at increased risk of homelessness and are more likely to experience disabilities
and poor health, and thousands of veterans have been victims of sexual assault. These complex challenges
create legal problems that can be resolved with the help of a skilled attorney. A recent study published in
Health Affairs in December 2017 found that veterans who received legal representation showed
significant reductions in homelessness, substance abuse, and symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder
and other mental health issues, along with increased income. Veterans, particularly those who face
homelessness and challenges posed by service-connected disabilities, deserve high-quality, free legal
representation that can improve their lives, and this committee is best equipped to ensure access to that
critical resource.

There could be no greater way to care for our veterans than enabling them access to legal services
through the provision of VA funding for those services. We commend the bipartisan efforts made in the
creation of this Act, and urge you to ensure that the provision of quality care to veterans in crisis includes
helping with their legal problems.

We respectfully urge you to ensure the VA provision of funding for veterans’ legal services
through passage of S. 1072, the Homeless Veterans Prevention Act of 2017.

Sincerely,
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Antoinette Balta, Esq., LLM
President and Co-Founder
Veterans Legal Institute

Debora J. Bell, PhD
Director
University of Missouri Psychological Services Clinic

Steven Berenson

Professor of Law

Veterans Legal Assistance Clinic Thomas Jefferson
School of Law

Barbara Buckley, Esq.
Executive Director
Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, Inc.

Coco Culhane
Director
Veteran Advocacy Project

Angela K. Drake*

Director

University of Missouri School of Law Veterans Clinic
*in her individual capacity only

Bruce F. Fain
Chair
Veterans Law Section of the State Bar of Montana

Ryan Foley

Operation Sacred Trust Fellow

Veterans Rights Project

University of Miami School of Law-Health Rights
Clinic

Betsy Gwin*

Associate Director

Veterans Legal Clinic

Legal Services Center of Harvard Law School
*In her individual capacity

James A. Barrett
Executive Director
Veterans Law Project
Pisgah Legal Services

Paul D. Bennett

Former Director

Veterans Advocacy Law Clinic
University of Arizona

James E. Rogers College of Law

Michael Blecker
Executive Director
Swords to Plowshares

Margaret A. Costello

Assoc. Prof. and Director

Veterans Law Clinic

University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Robert R. Davis

Senior Attorney

Veterans Legal Services Project, Charlotte Center
for Legal Advocacy

Yelena Duterte

Director

Wohl Family Veterans Legal Clinic
Syracuse University College of Law

Spencer Fair
Coordinating Attorney
Knoxville Veterans Legal Advice Clinic

Beth Goldman
President & Attorney-in-Charge New York Legal
Assistance Group

Hon. Leslie Halligan
Montana District Judge and President of the
State Bar of Montana



Sara Huffman

Managing Attorney

Medical-Legal Partnership for Seniors — Veterans
Project (MLPS-V)

University of California, Hastings College of the Law

Cinthia Johnson
Interim Executive Director
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center

Ellen Lawton, JD

The National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership
Department of Health Policy & Management

The Milken Institute School of Public Health

The George Washington University

Jude Litzenberger
Executive Director and Supervising Attorney
California Veterans Legal Task Force

Jason W. Manne, J.D., Dr.PH*
Adjunct Professor of Law

Pitt Law Veterans Practicum
*signing in his individual capacity

Hugh McClean

Assistant Professor of Law

Director

Veterans Advocacy Clinic

University of Baltimore School of Law

Jennifer R. Morrell

Staff Attorney & Interim Director
Veterans Law Clinic

Widener University Delaware Law

John Mudd
Executive Director
State Bar of Montana

Jennifer D. Oliva

Associate Professor of Law and Public Health
Director

WVU Veterans Advocacy Clinic

West Virginia University College of Law

Kristine A. Huskey

Assistant Clinical Professor and Director
Veterans’ Advocacy Law Clinic

James E. Rogers College of Law

The University of Arizona

Jon Killoran
Senior Staff Attorney
Inner City Law Center

Robert J. LeClair
Executive Director
Hawaii Justice Foundation

Timothy M. MacArthur

Director & Clinical Professor

Mason Veterans and Servicemembers Legal Clinic
(M-VETS)

Antonin Scalia Law School

George Mason University

Jessica Marsden*

Equal Justice Works Fellow

University of North Carolina School of Law
*Affiliation listed for identification purposes only

Robyn Mehlenbeck, PhD, ABPP
Director

GMU Center for Psychological Services
George Mason University

Margaret Morrow
Executive Director & CEO
Public Counsel

JoNel Newman

Clinical Professor

Director

Health Rights Clinic

University of Miami School of Law

Martin D. Parsons

Director/Adjunct Professor

SIU School of Law

Veterans’ Legal Assistance Program



Raphael Podolsky
Attorney
Connecticut Legal Services, Inc.

Patricia E. Roberts
President of the Board

National Law School Veterans Clinic Consortium

And
Lewis B. Puller, Jr. Veterans Benefits Clinic
William & Mary Law School

Stacey-Rae Simcox, Esq.

Director

Veterans Law Institute

Stetson University College of Law

Sarah R. Sullivan
President and CEO
Jericho Road Legal Service Ministry, Inc.

Jillian Tadrzynski,
Military Assistance Project (MAP)

Matt Thorn
President & CEO
OutServe-SLDN

Ann S. Vessels

Professor of the Practice

Director

Veterans Advocacy Project

University of Denver Sturm College of Law

Jo-Ann Wallace
President & CEO
National Legal Aid and Defender Association

Will Watts
Co-Director

Veterans Legal Clinic
UCLA School of Law

James Preis
Executive Director
Mental Health Advocacy Services, Inc.

Jeffrey Selbin

Director

Policy Advocacy Clinic

UC Berkeley School of Law

Sara Sommarstrom
Vetlaw Director
Minnesota Assistance Council for VVeterans

Melissa Swain

Associate Director

Health Rights Clinic

University of Miami School of Law

Michael Taub, Esq.

Director

The Veterans Project

The Homeless Advocacy Project

John W. Thyden
Senior Partner
Thyden, Gross & Callahan, LLP

Michele R. Vollmer

Director

Veterans and Servicemembers Legal Clinic
Clinical Professor of Law

Penn State Law

The Pennsylvania State University, University Park

Professor Hillary Wandler*

Director

Veterans Advocacy Clinic

Alexander Blewett 111 School of Law at the
University of Montana

*not lobbying on behalf of the University of
Montana.

Matthew Wilcut
Attorney
Deuterman Law Group



Patricia A. Wrona

Director of Legal Services

CARPLS

Member, Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network
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