CAN21817 0W1 [Committee Print] S.L.C.

II

Calendar No.

11712 CONGRESS
18T SESSTeN S 2 1 72
. A
[Report No. 117- |

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve grants, payments, and
technical assistance provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
serve homeless veterans, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 22, 2021

Mr. TESTER introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

(legislative day, : ),
Reported by Mr. TESTER, with an amendment

{Strike ont all after the enacting elause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve grants,
payments, and technical assistance provided by the Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs to serve hemeless veterans,
and for other purposes.

1 Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Itepresenta-

2 tiwves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE—This Act may be cited as the

“Buslding Solutions for Veterans Hxperiencing Hemeless-
ness Act of 20217
“(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of conlents for

this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
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. Adjustments of grands ewarded by the Secretary of Veterans Affuivs for

comprehensive service programs fo serve homeless veterans.

. Adjustments to rate of per dism paymients provided by the Secretary of

Veterans Affiivs for services furnished to homeless veterans.

. Tradning and technical assistance provided by Secretary of Veterans Af-

Jairs to vecipients of certain financial assistance.

. Report on shallow subsidy program under the Supporiive Services for Vet-

eran Pamilies program.

. Modifications to prograsn to “mprove vetention of housing by formerly

Tiomeless velarans and veterans at visk of becoming homeless,

Pilot program on award of grants for substance use disorder recovery for
homeless veterans.

Modifications to homeless veterans reintegration programs.

Pilot program on grants o dmprove public transportation services for vel-
erams.

10. Pilot program on grants for health care for homeless velerans.
11. Report by Comptroller General of the United States on affordable hows-

ing for veferais.

12. Modification of eligibility requirements for entities collaborating with the

Secretary of Veterans Affuirs to provide case management sery-
ices to homeless veterans i the Department of Housing and
Urban Development-Departinent of Veterans Affairs supported
housing program.

SEC. 2. ADJUSTMENTS OF GRANTS AWARDED BY THE SEC-

RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR COM-
PREHENSIVE SERVICE PROGRAMS TO SERVE
HOMELESS VETERANS.
(a) BLIMINATION OF MATCHING REQ UTREMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL—Secltion 2011(c) of fitle 38,
United States Codes, is amended— |
(4) by striking paragraph (2); and
(B) by redesignating paragraph (3) as
paragraph (2). .
(2) ArpPLIcABILITY.~—The amendments made by
paragraph (1) shall apply with respect to any grant
awarded under section 2011 of title 38, Uniled States

Code, on or after the date of the enactment of this Act.
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1 (3) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT OF GRANT.—On .
2 or after the date that is five years after the date of
3 the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
4 T Affairs may determine. the mazimum amount of a
5 grant under section 2011 of title 38, United Smtes
6 Code, which shall be not less than 70 percent of the
7 estimated cost of the project concerned.
8 (4) SUNSET—Section 4201(b)(2) of the Johnny
9 Isakson and Dawvid P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health
10 Care and Benefits Improvemeni Act of 2020 (Public
11 Law 116-315; 134 Stat. 5009; 38 U.S.C. 2011 note)
12 18 amended— |
13 (A) by striking “Subsection (c}(2)” and in-
14 serting the following:
15 | “(A) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c)(2)”; and
16 (B) by adding at the end the following new
17 subparagraph:
18 “B) SunseET—Subparagraph (4) shall
19 cease to be effective on the dale of the enactment
20 of the Building Solutions for Veterans Experi-
21 encing Homelessness Act of 2021.7,
22 (b) BLIMINATION OF PROPERTY DISPOSITION RI-
23 QUIREMENTS.—
24 (1) IN GENERAL—A vecipient of a grant cavard-
25 ed under section 2011 of title 38, United States Code,
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on or after the date of the enactment of this Act for
@ project described in subsection (D)(1) of such section
shall not be subject to any property disposition re-
quirements relating to the grant under subsection (¢)
or (f) of section 61.6? of title 38, Code of Federal Ieg-
wlations, section 200.311(c) of title 2, Code of Federal
Regulations, or successor regulations.

(2) SUNSET.—-S@G#@O% 4201(b)(6) of the Johnny |
Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Velerans Heallh
Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 (Public
Law 116-315; 184 Stat. 5010; 38 U.S.C. 2011 note)
s amended—

(4) by striking “During” and inserting the

Jollowing: |

“(A) In GENERAL.—D’Lng”; amd
(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

| “(B)  SunsET—Subparagraph (4) shall

cease to e effective on the date of the enactment

of the Bualding Solutions for Veterans Experi-

encing Homelessness Act of 2021.”.
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1 SEC. 3. ADJUSTMENTS TO RATE OF PER DIEM PAYMENTS
2 PROVIDED BY THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS
3 AFFAIRS FOR SERVICES FURNISHED 10
4 HOMELESS VETERANS.

5 Section ,2012(@) (2)(B) of title 38, United States Code,
6 is amended—

7 (1) in clause (1)—

8 (4) in subclause (1), by inserting “, includ-
9 wmg in response to an emergency” after “appro-
10 priate”; and | |
11 (B) wn subclause (II)(aa)(BB), by striking
12 “115” and inserting “200”; and
13 (2) in clause (i1), by striking “150” and insert-
14 g 2007

15 SEC. 4. TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

16 BY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO RE-
17 CIPIENTS OF CERTAIN FINANCIAL ASSIST-
18 ANCE.

19 - (a) SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR VERY LOW-INCOME

20 FAMILIES IN PERMANENT HOUSING.—Section 2044(e) of

21 title 38, United States Code, is amended—

22 (1) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3); and
23 (2) by striking “(1) From amounts” and insert-
24 g “From amounts”. |

25 (b) COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE PROGRAMS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL—Subchapter 1l of chapter 20 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(A) by redesignating section 2014 as sectz'oﬁ

2015; and

(B) by wmserting after sectron 2013 the fol-

lowing new section 2014:

“§2014. Training and technical assistance

“(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall provide trawn-
ing and technical assistance to recipients of gramis wnder
sections 2011 and 2013 of this title and recipients of per
diem payments under section 2012 of this title regarding
the planning, devélopmmt, and provision of services for
whach the grant or payment 18 made.

“(b) PROVISION OF TRAINING AND TECIINICAL ASSIST-
ANCE—The Secretary may provide training and technical
assistance under paragraph (1) directly or through gramts
or contracts with such public or nonprofit private entities
as the Secretary considers appropriate.”.

(2) Usk or AMOUNTS—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall provide trawning and techmical as-
sistamce under section 2014 of such title, as inserted
by paragraph (1)(B), using amounts appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affwirs on or after the date of the enactment of

thas Act.
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(3) CONFORMING AMEMmMENT.~SechJon
20013(a) of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Kco-
nomic Security Act (38 U.S8.C. 2011 note) is amended .
by striking “2014” and inserting “2015”.

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The ftable of sec-
tf.iéns at the beginning of chapter 20 of such itle 1s
amended by striking the item relating to section 2014

and inserting the following new ems:

“0014. Tratning end techical assistance.
“2014, Authorization of appropriations.”,

'SEC. 5. REPORT ON SHALLOW SUBSIDY PROGRAM UNDER
THE SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR VETERAN
FAMILIES PROGRAM. |
(@) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 days
after the end of the ﬁécal year in which this Act is enacted,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submat to the Com-
mattee on Velerans™ Affairs of ﬂw Senate and the Committee
on Veterans’ Aﬁaiﬁ"s of the House of Repv"esenmt?lves & report
on the program for providing rental subsidies under section
62.34(a)(8) of title 38, Code of Federal Eegulations (or any
successor requlation) (in this section referred fo as the “pro-
gram’”).
(b) BLEMENTS.—The report required by subsection (a)
shall include the following:
(1) The mumber of veterans and fomilies served

under the program during the fiscal year i which



CANZ21817 OW1 [Committee Print] S.L.C.

—

[0 TS NG R N TR N S S S S Y G e T e e = e e
N N B T == A = B o \ U &, B - N O

o oo 1 v o B W N

35
this Act 1s enacted, disaggregated, if such informalion
18 available, by—
(A) race and ethnicity;
(B) gender;
(C) geographic. location,- and
(D) age.

(2) A description of support provided to special
populations under the p?"OQ?*Chﬂ, wmcluding elderly vet-
erans, women velerams, children of veterams, disabled
veterans, vetergns transitioning from certain instifu-
trons, and manority veterans. |

(3) A description of the deciston-making process
of the Depuartment of Veterans Affairs vegarding
which locations would be eligible for coverage wnder
the program.

(4) An assessiment of whether increasing the pay-
ment rate under the program is necessary.

(5) An assessment of whether it s feasible and
benéﬂcfial to expand the program nationally.

(6) An assessment of the efficacy of the wncreased
payments provided under the program based on in-
creases in number of veterans served and number of

veterans transitioned into permanent housing.
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1 SEC. 6. MODIFICATIONS TO PROGRAM TO IMPROVE RETEN-

TION OF HOUSING BY FORMERLY HOMELESS

2

3 VETERANS AND VETERANS AT RISK OF BE-
4 COMING HOMELESS.

5 Section 2015 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
6 ed— '

7 (1) by 7°edesigfnatfmg subsection (b) as subsection
8 (d);

9 | (2) by imserting after subsection (a) the following
10 new subsections:
11 “(b) SERVICES.—Services provided wnder the program

12 shall wnclude services to assist veterans described in sub-
13 section (@) with navigating resources provided by the ffed-
14 eral Government and State, local, 'cm_d Tribal 901)65W1111%eqzts.
15 “lc) STAFFING.—In geographic areas where individ-
16 uals who meet the licensure and certification requirements
17 to provide services under the program are in high demand
18 as determined by the Secretary, such services may -be pro-
19 wvided through one or more individuals with a master’s de-
20 gree in social work who are undergoing trawming to meet
21 such requirements, if such individuals are under the super-
22 wision of an individual who meels such requirements.”; and
23 (3) in subsection (d), as redesignated by para-
24 graph (1), by adding at the end the following new
25 paragraph:
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“(3) The Secretary shall require each recipient of «
gramt cwarded wnder this subsection to submat fo the Sec-
retary a report that describes the services provided or co-
ordinated with amounts under such grant.”.

SEC. 7.'PILiOT PROGRAM ON AWARD OF GRANTS FOR SUB-l
STANCE USE DISORDER RECOVERY FOR
HOMELESS VETERANS. -

(@) PILoT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Nol later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
rvelary of Veterans Affuirs shall commence carrying oul
pilot program under which the Secretary shall wward
grants to eligible entilies for the provision or coordination
of services for recovery from substance use disorder for vel-
erans who are homeless, were previously homeless and dre_
transitioning to permanent housmg, or are at msk of becom-
g homeless.

(b)) DuUraTION—The Secretary shall carry out the
pilot program during the five-year period begimming on the
date of the commencement of the pilot program.

(¢c) LocATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry out the
pilot program af not fewer than five locations selected by
the Secretary for purposes of the pilot program.

(d) AWARD OF (IRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot pro-

gram, the Secretary shall award a grant to an eligible



CAN21817 0W1 ‘ [Committee Print] 5.L.C.

O 0 -1 v th W =

[ T N Y N T N S N B N T e T T e TS o S o B o T s
D P W R e DO 00~ N W bW = O

38

entity for each wveleran with substance use disorder
pcwtficipai‘.fmg wn the pilot program for which the eli-
gible entity 1s p?"ovidiazg or coordinaling the provision
of recovery services for substance use disorder under
the pilot program.

(9) INTERVALS OF PAYMENT AND MAXIMUM
AMOUNTS.—The Secretary may establish intervals of
payment for the administration of grants under Lhas
section and « maximum amount 1o be awarded, in
accordance with the services being provided and the
duwration of such services.

(3) PREFERENOE.—-I% awarding grants under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give preference lo
eligible entilies providing or coordinating the provi-
ston of recovery services for substance use disorder for
veterans with substcmcé—use dependency who fuce bar-
riers n accessing substance-use recovery services from
the Department of Veterans Affuirs.

(4) EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary
shall enswre that, fo the extent practicable, grant
amounts awarded under paragraph (1) are equitably
distributed across geographic regions, wnclhuding rural
and Tribal communities.

(5) NOTIFICATION OF SOURCE OF AMOUNTS—

Each eligible entity awarded o grant under para-
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graph (1) shall ﬂot@'fy each veteran recewing services
pard for with amounts under such grant that such
services are being paid for, i whole or n part, by
the Department.

(6) REPORT ON SERVICES PROVIDED.—The Sec-
retary sholl requive each eligible entity awarded o
grant under paragraph (1) to submat to the Secretdwy
a report that describes the services provided or coordi-
nated with amounts under such grant.

(e) GRANT APPLICATION.~—

(1) IN GENERAL—An eligible entily seeking the
award of a grant under this section shall submit to
the Secretary an wpplication therefor in such form, in
such mamner, and containing such commitments and
wmformation as the Secretary considers mnecessary to
carry out this section.

(2) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION—Each applica-
tion submitted by an eligible entity under paragraph
(1) shall contain the following:

(A) A descfrfz}pt?jon of the recovery services for
substance use disorder proposed to be provided
by the eligible entity under lhe prlot program

and the identified need for those services.
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(B) A description of the types of veterans

with substance use disorder proposed to be pro-
vided such recovery services.
(C) An estimate of the number of veterans

with substance use disorder proposed to be pro-

vided such recovery services.

(D) Evidence of the experience of the eligible .
entity in providing such recovery services to vet-
erans with substance use disorder.

(B) A description of the managerial capac-
iy of the eligible entity—

(1) to assess continually the needs of
veterans with substance wuse disorder for
such recovery services;

(11) to coordinale the provision of such
recovery services wilh services provided by
the Department; and

(1i1) to tailor such recovery sevvices to
the needs of veterans with substaﬂwe use dis-
order.

(3) CRITERIA FOR SELECTION.—

(A) In GENERAL—1he Secretary shall es-

tablish. criteria for the selection of 6ligibie enti-

ties to be awarded grants under thas section.
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1 (B) ELEMENTS—Criteria established under
2 subparagraph (A4) with respect to an eligible en-
3 tity shall include the following:

4 (i) Relevant accreditation as may be
5 :mq'e,uifred by each State in which the eligible
6 | entity operates.

7 (7}72)- FExperience coordinating care or
8 providing treatment for velerans or mem-
9 bers of the Armed Forces.
10 (f) PARTICIPATION —Participation by a veteran wn the

11 pilot program shall not affect any eligibility status or re-
12 quirements for such veteran wilh vespect to other benefits

13 or services provided by the Depariment.

14 (¢) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—

15 (1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall provide
16 traiming and technical assistance to eligible entities
17 awarded grants under this section reqarding the plan-
18 ning, development, and provision of recovery services
19 for substamce use disorder under this section.

20 (9) PROVISION OF TRAINING.—The Secrelary
21 may provide the traiming required under paragraph
22 (1) directly or through grants or contracts with such
23 public or monprofit private entities as the Secrelury

24 considers appropriate for purposes of this section, tn-
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cluding through grants awarded under section 2064 of
title 38, United States Code.

(h) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—To the extent

practicable, the Secrelary may collect information from an
eligible entity awarded o groni under this section relaling
to a substance use disorder of a veteran participating i
the pilot program for inclusion n the electronic health
record of the Department for such veteram for the sole PUs-

pose of improving care provided to such veteram.

(1) STUDY ON EFFECTIVENESS OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN G@ENERAL—The Secretary shall conduct
study on the effectiveness of the pilot program n
meeting the needs of veterans with subsliance use dis-
order.

(2) COMPARISON.—In conducting the study re-
quired by paragraph (1), the Secretary shall compare
the resulls of the pilot program with other programs
of ﬂw Department dedicated to the delivery to vet-
erans of %ecoveqiy services for substance use disorder.

(3) CRITERIA—In making the compa,?"@'.éon re-
qguired by paragraph (2), the Secrelary shall examane
the following:
| (4) The satrsfaction of vetew@ns targeted by
the programs described wn paﬂ"dgmph (2).

(B) The health status of such veterans.
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( () The 5%37@?56% wellness of such velerans.

(D) The degree to whach such programs en-
“courage such veterans to engage i productive ac-
tavily.

(B]) The number of velerans using such pro-
grams, disaggregated by—

(1) veterans who have veceved care
ﬁ"om the Department during the two-year
period preceding the conduct of the study;
and

(i) veterans who have nol received
care from the Department during such pe-
790d.

(') The number of velerans who are Sﬁll
homeless or at sk of | becoming homeless one
year after completion of recewpt of recovery serv-
1eces under such programs.

(G) The nwmber of veterans who still hdve
o substance use disorder within 180 days of dis-
charge from receipt of services provided under
this section.

(4) RErorT—Not later than one year after the
date on which the first grant s awarded uﬁclefr' this
section, and anmually thereafter, the Secrelary shall

submat to the Committee on Veterans’ Affuirs of the
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1 Senate and the Commiltee on Veterans’ Affairs of the

2 House of Representatives a report on the resulls of the

3 study required by paragraph (1).

4 (3) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

5 (1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “eligible enti-

6 ty” means any of the following:

7 (A) An incorporated private wnstitution or

8 Joundation— |

9 (1) no part of the net earnings of whach
10 matres 1o the benefit of any member, found-
11. er, contributor, or individual;
12 (12) that has o governing board that s
13 responsible for the operation of the recovery
14 services for substance use disorder provided
15 under this section; and
16 (1it) that 1s approved by the Secretary
17 with respect to financial responsibility.
18 (B) A for-profit limiled partnership, the
19 sole general partner of 'wh;lech 15 am organization
20 | meeting the requirements of subparagraph (A).
21 (C) A corporation wholly owned and con-
22 trolled by N oe"gafnizatolon meeting the 9°equf£9"e?
23 ments of subparagraph (4). |
24 (D) A tribally designated housing entity (as
25 defined in section 4 of the Native American
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Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act

of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103)).

(2) SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER.—The term “sub-
stance use disorder”, with respect to a veteran, means
the veteran lhas been diagnosed with, or s seeking
treatment for, substance use disorder, as determined -
by the Secretary. |

SEC. &. MODIFICATfONS TO HOMELESS VETERANS RE-
INTEGRATION PROGRAMS.
(@) IN GENERAL—Section 2021 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:
“§2021. Homeless veterans reintegration programs
“(a) IN GENERAL—Subject to the availability of ap-
propriations provided for such purpose, the Secretary of
Labor shall conduct, dirvectly or through grant or contract,
such programs as-that Seéretary determines appropriate to
provide job training, counseling, and placement services
(fmchtd’iﬁg job readiness and literacy and skills training)
to expedite the reintegration wnto the labor force of—

“(1) homeless fuetemns (including veterans who
were homeless but found housing during the 60-day
period preceding the date on which the veleran begins
to participate in a program under {his section);

“(2) veterans pcm*t@cﬁpati%g in the Department of

Housing and Urban Development-Department of Vet-
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erans Affairs supported housing program for which

rental assistance is provided pursuant to section

8(0)(19) of ﬂw'Umted States Housing Act of 1937 (42

US.C. 1437f(0)(19)) or the Tribal HUD-VA Sup-

portwe Houstng (Tribal HUD-VASH) program;

“(3) Indians who are veterans and receiving as-
sistance under the Native American Housing Assist-
amce and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.8.C.
4101 et seq.); |

“(4) veterans described in section 2023(d) of this
title or any other veterans who aé"e transittoning from
being wmcarcerated; and

“(5) veterans participating in the Department of
Veterans Affuirs rapid rehousing and prevention pro-
gram cuthorized an section 2044 of ths title.

“tb) | TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—(1) The
Secretary of Labor shall fpmmlde‘ trawning and technical as-
sistance to entilies seeking a grant or contract wndéw this
section and recipients of o grant or contract under this sec-
tion regarding the planning, development, and provision of
services for which the grant or contract 1s awarded, wnclud-
ing before and during the gramt application or coniract
award period.

“(2) The traiming and technical assistance provided

under paragraph (1) shall include outreach and assistance
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specifically designed for entilies serving regions and popu-
lations underserved by the programs conducted under this
Section.

' “(3) The Secretary maoy provide trawming and lech-
nical assistance under paragraph (1) directly or through
grants or contracts with such public or nonprofit private
entilies as that Secrelary considers appropriate.

“(c) REQUIREMENT 70 MONITOR KXPENDITURES OF
FUNDS.—(1) The Secretary of Labor shall collect such in-
formation as that Secretary considers appropriate to mon-
itor and evaluate the distribution and expenditure of funds
appropriated to carry oul this section.

“(9) Information collected wnder paragraph (1) shall
snchide data with respect fo the results or oulcomes of the
services provided to each homeless veteran under this sec-
tion.

“(3) Information collected wunder paragraph (1) shall
be furnished i such form and manner as the Secretary of
Labor may specify.

“(d) ADMINISTRATION THROUGH ASSISTANT SFG
RETARY OF LABOR FOR VETERANS HMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING.—The Secretary of Labor shall carry out thas sec-
tion through the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’

Employment and Training.
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“(e) PROVISION OF SERVICES TO VETERANS IN CER-
TAIN INSTITUTIONS.—(1) The Aftorney General of the
United States shcdl. permal o recipient of @ grant or con-
tract under this section to provide services under this sec-.
tron to any weteran described in subsection (a)(4) who 18
residing n a penal mstitution under the jurisdiction of the
Burean of Prisons.

“(9) The recipient of a grant or contract under this
section may provide to Qﬁ‘?iéials of an nstitution described
in paragraph (1) information regarding the services pro-
vided to veterans under this subsection during the 18-month
period pfrec_ediﬂg the release or discharge of a .vetem% SJrom
the wnstitulion.

“(f) REPORT ON SERVICES PROVIDED—(1) The Sec-
retary of Labor shall require each recipient of « grant or
contract under thas section to submit to that Secretary a
report on the services provided and velerans served using
grant or contract amounts not later tham 90 days after the
end of each program year, beginning with the program year
the begins after the date of the enactment of the Building
Solutions for Veterans Hxperiencing Homelessness Act of
2021. |

“(2) To the extent practicable, each report submitted

under paragraph (1) shall—
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1 “(A) disaggregate the number of velerans served
2 by— |

3 “(1) gender;

4 “tin) age;

5 “(s) race;

6 ‘é(fifu) ethnacity;

7 “tv) appﬁ“bmlmate era in which the veleran

8 served wn the Armed Forces;

9 “(vi) the highest level of education atth)néd; '
10 “(vir) the average period of time the veteran
11 was wnemployed or underemployed before receiv-
12 g services under this section and while recerv-
13 wng such services; and
14 “(vidr) housing status as of ﬂie date on
15 which the report is submatted; and

16 “(B) include data on the_qfr,wmbefr of veterans that
17 received health care from the Depariment of Veterans
18 Affwirs during the two-year period preceding the date
19 on which the wveteran began recewing services under
20 this section. |
21 “(g) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—(1) Not less frequently

22 than every fwo years, the Secrelary of Labor shall submit
23 to Congress a report on the programs conducted under thas
24 section. The Secretary of Labor shall wmclude n the report

25 the following:
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“tA) An evaluation of services furnished to vel-
erans under. this section.
“(B) An analysis of the information collected
- under subsection (c).
“(2) Not later than 180 days after the end of the pro-
ga'"dm year that begins after the dale of the enactment of
the Building Solutions for Velerans Experiencing Home-

lessness Act of 2021, and not later than 120 days after the

‘end of each program year thereafter, the Secretary of Labor

shall submit to the Committee on Velerans’ Aﬁ”dirs of the
House of Represeﬁtam'ves and the Committee on Veterans
Affasrs of the Senate a report selting forth the following:
“(4) Data obtained from the reporls submatled |
under subsection (f), dfisaggv“égated by geographic lo-
cation.
“(B) The mumber of granis and conlracts not
awarded under this section due to insufficient funds. -
“C) The number of returnang recipients of
 gramts or conlracts that were and were not awarded
grants or contracts wnder this section during the most
recent application cycle.
“(D) The mhnber of applications recewed from
entities 1 States in which no enfilies recewved «

grant or contract under this section.



CANZ21817 OW1 [Committee Print] S1.C

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

11

12
13
14
15

16,

17
18
19

51
“(E) The number of veterans who were dadmitied
to a program conducted wnder this section Zﬁuﬁ not
placed n a job follmwing participation in such pro-
gé"a,m, disaggregated by geographac location, age, gen-
der, and race or ethnicity.

“th) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—(1)
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this
section amounts as follows:

“C4) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2002.
“(B) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2003.
“(C) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2004.
“(1}) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2005.
“(E) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2000.
“(F) $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2007

through 2021.

“(G) $60,000,000 for fiscal year 2022 and each
fiscal year thereafter.

“(2) Iunds appropriated to carry out this section shall

remain avaslable wniil expended. Funds obligated in any

20 fiscal year to carry out this section may be expended in

21
22
23
24

that fiscal year and the succeeding fiscal year.”.

(b) ConrORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 20214(e) of
title 38, Uniled States Code, is amended by striking “sec-
tton 2021(d)” and inserting “section 2021(g)(1)”.



CAN21817.0W1 [Committee Print] S.L.C.

—

| SRS N T O T N TR (NG T N TN N S S R R L i e e e ey
N R W N e DN 0~ Y R WY e O

o o0 =1 & b B W N

| 52 |
SEC. 9. PILOT PROGRAM ON GRANTS TO IMPROVE PUBLIC

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR VETERANS.

() GRANT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of fhe enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Velerans Affairs shalZ commence carrying out o
pilot program to assess the feasibility and advisability of
mwarding grants to eligible entities lo vimprove public.tfra’ns—
portation services for veterans.

(b) DURATION.—The Secrelary shall carry out the
pilot program during the five-year period beginning on the
date on which the pilol program commences.

(c) LocAarions.—The Secretary shall carry out the
pilot program at not fewer than five locations selected by
the Secretary for pw*poées of the pilot program.

- (d) AWARD OF GRANTS.— |
(1) In GENERAL.;“_I’H,-CCL?"?”’LJ’I:?’LQ out the pilot pm-~
gram, the Secretary shall award granis to eligible en-
tities to expand, retain, or establish public transpor-
tation services that provide veterams access to loca-

‘tions of faciltties or organizations that serve veterans,

including— | |

l(A) Sacilities of the Department of Veteowzs
Affairs; and |

(B) organizations that .p?"om'de services to
veterans usiﬁg Sfunds provided by the Depart-

ment.
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(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—For purposes of this
section, an eligible entity 18 any State, Trbal, coun-
ty, or city government that—

| (4) 1s providing public transportation serv-
ices as of the dale on which the pilot program

COMVINENCES; OT

(B) has a p?oven abilsty and intention fo
establish public transportation infrastructure.

(3) INTERVALS OF PAVMENT AND MAXIMUM
GRANT AMOUNT—The Secretary may establish inter-
vals of payq.nent for the administration of granis
wnder this section and o maximum grant amount 1o
be awarded, in accordance with the services being
provided and the duration of such services.

(4) COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION.—In
awarding grants under this section, the Secretary
may coordinale and consull with the Secretary of
Transportation.

(5) EouirtaBLE DISTRIBUTION.—The Secrelary
of Veterans Affwirs shall ensure that, to the extent
practicable, grants awarded under this section are eq-
witably distributed among eligible eﬁt@t@es across geo-
graphic regions, including rural and Tribal commai-
naties.

(e) FRANT APPLICATION.—
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1 (1) LV GENERAL—An eligible entity seeking the
D2 award of a grant under this section shall submit to
3 the Secretary an application therefor in such form, in
4 such manmer, and containing such commilments and
5 information as the Seéretcwy considers mecessary 10
6 carry out this sectﬁion.
7 (2) CONTENTS OF AéPLIOfLETOJ\T.—Eac]@ applica-
8 tion submatied by an eligible entily under paragraph
9 (1) shall contain the following:
10 (A) A description of the public tramspor-
11 tation services that the entity intends to provide
12 under the grant.
13 (B) A list of all sites accessed by the public
14 transportation services to be provided.
15 | (C) The schedule of such services.
16 (D) A Ust of the locations of facilities and
17 organizations that serve velerans that will be
18 accessed by such services.
19 (B) An estimate of the | number of velerans
20 that would use such services.
21 (F) Buvidence of the ability of the entity to '
22 provide such services.
23 (f) NOTIFICATION 70 VETERANS.—Each eligible entity

[Committee Print] S.L.C

24 awarded a grant under this seclion shall notify velerams

25 of the expansion or establishment of public transportation
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1 serviees to locations of facilities or organizations that serve

2 wveterans and that those services are available wn whole or
3 an part due to Sfunds provided by the Departvﬁmt.
4 | (g) REPORT ON SERVICES PROVIDED.—The Secrém?rvy
S shali require each eligible entity awarded a grant under thas
6 section to submit to the Secretary a report that describes
7 the expansion, retention, or establishiment of public trans-
8 portation services provided with amounts under such grant.
9 (b REPORT— |
10 (1) IN GENERAL—Not later than one year after
11 the date on which the first gﬁ“@ﬂi‘ s awarded wnder
12 this section, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
13 mattee on Veterans® Affasrs of the Senate and the
14 Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
15 resentatives « report on the services provided .tmdeo"
16 the pilot program.
17 o (2) ELEMENTS.—The report requived by pora-
18 graph (1) shall include the following:
19 (A) The geographic location of each vecipt-
20 ent of a gromt under this section.
21 : (B) The estimated  number of wvelerans
22 served by each such grant 9"ecol'pient.
23 (C) An assessment of whether use of fucili-
24 ties of the Department has increased due i‘o_ ac-

25 cess to public tramsportation provded wnder
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grants awarded under this section, if wnforma-

tion for such an assessment 1s available.

SEC. 10. PILOT PROGRAM ON GRANTS FOR HEALTH CARE
FOR HOMELESS VETERANS,

(@) PILor PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Nol later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall commence carrying out &
pilot program to. assess the feasibility and advisability of
awarding grants to eligible entities to meel the health care
needs of—

(1) fuefercms fwhb are homeless;

(2) weterans who were previously homeless and
are tramsitioning to permanent hbusing; and

(3) veterans who are al risk of becoming home-
less.

(h) LocaTiONSs.—The Secrelary shall carry out the
pilot program at not fewer than five locations selected by
the Secretary for purposes of the pilot program.

(¢c) AWARD OF GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall award grants to eligible en-
tities for the purpose described in subsection (a).

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES—For purposes of this
section, an eligible entity is any organszalion that s

successfully providing transilional housing services 1o
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veterans as of the date on which the entity applies for
@ grant wnder this section.
(3) PREFERENCE-—In awarding grants under
this section, the Secretary shall give preference to eli-

gible entities that are successfully providing lransi-

tional housing services using amounts provided by the

Secretary under sections 2012 and 2061 of title 38,
Unated States Code, as of the date on which the entity
applfie‘.é Jor a grant under this section.

- (4) INTERVALS OF PAYMENT AND MAXIMUM
GRANT AMOUNT—The Secretary may establish inter-
vals of payment for the administration of grants
wnder this section and a maximum grant amount to
be awarded, in accordance with the services being
provided by staff hired wsing gramt emounts and the
duration of such services.

(5) KQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary
shall ensure thatl, to the exteni practicable, grani
amounts awarded under paragraph (1) ave equitably
distributed among eligible entilies across geographic
regions, including rural and Tribal communsties.

(d) Use or GRANT AMOUNTS~—The reciprient of o

grant wnder the pilot program—

(1) shall use grant amounts for the hiring of

nursing staff to care for veterans described m sub-



CANZ21817 0W1 [Committee Print] S.L.C.

OO0 =1 it B W N

MMNNNM'M)—LD—*P—\P—!HMH)—LH
th & W RN = ©O v o~y it BN = O

h8
section (a) who requive assistance with activities of
daily living or need consistent medical atteﬁtion and
monatoring; and |
(2) may use such amounts for supplies and wn-
ﬁ"asi")“uctﬁ?”e needs associated with the duties of such
staff and the needs of such veterans.

(¢) REPORT ON SERVICES PROVIDED.—The Secretary

shall require each, eligible entity awarded o grant under this
section to submit to the Secretary a report that describes
the services provided or coordinated with amounts under

such grant.

(f) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry out the pilot

program during the five-year period beginning on the dale

on which the pilot program commences.

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than one year after
the date on which the ﬁirét grants are awarded wnder
this section, and annually thereafter until the pro-
gram rtewmfna,tes} the Secretary shall submait to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Commitiee on Veterams’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives « "mpoo"t on the effectiveness of the pro-
gram, |

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report vequired by para-

graph (1) sholl include the muwmber of veterans served
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1 | by the pilot program under the care of @ staff member
2 the funding for whom is provided by o grani under
3 the program, disaggregated by—

4 (4) geographic location;

5  (B) gender;

6 (C) age;

7 (D) race and ethnicity;

8 (E) whether or not o veteran recevved health
9 care from the Department during the two-year
10 period preceding the date on which the veteran
11 began participating wn the program;
12 ' (F) the number of veterans who ﬁ"cmsv}tioned
13 wmio permanent housing as a result of pcw"tficipar,—
14 tion in the program; and

15 (G) with respect {o fuete?;aﬁs who d@'d not
16 tramsition into permanent housing as « result of
17 participation in the program, the main reasons
18 for not so transitioning.

19 SEC. 11. REPORT BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE

20 UNITED STATES ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
21 " FOR VETERANS.
22 (@) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than three years

23 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Compiroller
24 General of the Unated States shall submit to the Commatiee

25 on Veterans® Affairs of the Senate and the Commaitiee on
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Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives a report
on the availability of affordable housing for velerans who
have or are pcw"t*ic?lpa,.tifng in any program administered by
the Homeless Programs Office of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

(b) ConTENTS—The report required by'subsecﬁon (@)
shall include, with respect to the one-year period preceding
the date of the enactment of this Act, the following:

(1) The number of velerans using housing vouch-
ers under the program carried out wnder section
8(0)(19) of the United States Housing Act of 1957 (42
U.S. C.  1437f(0)(19)) ( commonly referred to as
“HUD-VASH”).

(2) The number of veterans who ivefre allocated
a housing voucher described in paragraph (1) but who
have been unable to attain permanent housing.

(3) The number of available housing vouchers de-
seribed in paragraph (1) that are unused for any rea-
SO,

(4) Avarlable datoa regarding the ravmber of vel-
erans who were discharged from tramsittonal housing
provided using amounts provided wnder sections 2061
and 2012 of title 38, United States Code, and did not

tramsition to permanent housing due lo o shortage

of—
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1 (A) cc-ase managers under the program -de-
seribed i paragraph (1);
(B) housing vouchers described im  such
paragraph; or |
( C’). housing that meets the a"eqimh"ements
and limitations with respect to such vouchers.
(¢) DISAGGREGATION.—The contents of the report de- |

seribed in paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of subsection (b)

o oo ~J eyt n s |8} \-]

shall be disaggregated by veterans with a household income

10 that does not exceed—

11 (1) the area median mcome;

12 (2) 80 percent of the area median 1meome;

13 (3) 50 percent of the area median income; and
14 (4) 30 percent of the area median income.

15 SEC. 12. MODIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

16 . FOR ENTITIES COLLABORATING WITH THE
17 SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ‘TO PRO-
18 VIDE CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES TO
19 \ HOMELESS VETERANS IN THE DEPARTMENT
20 OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT-DE-
21 PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS SUP-
22 PORTED HOUSING PROGRAM.

23 Section 304(c)(2)(4) of the Honoring America’s Vet-

24 erans and Caring for Camp Lejeune Families Act of 2012
25 (38 U.8.C. 2041 note) 15 amended—
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(1) by 'J“eclesig?mm'ﬁg subparagraphs (B) through
(E) as subparagraphs ( O) through (F), respectively;
and _
(2) by inserting after subparagraph (4) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph (B):

“(B) providing case managemenl services 10
veterams for obtaiming suitable housing al vary-
wng locations nationwide or wn the area or areas
sumilar to where the services will be provided

under the relevant contract or agreement;”.





